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Our Mission  
Preserving a ribbon of wilderness, for everyone, forever. 
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Cover photo:  Plein air art on the Bruce Trail, by Cathy Lorraway
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Bruce Trail Conservancy  
Magazine is available digitally.  
To receive your magazine by email: 
• Fill out the request form at brucetrail.org 

(About Us > Stay Informed > Bruce Trail 
Conservancy Magazine) 

• Call 1-800-665-4453, or 
• Email info@brucetrail.org 
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As Chief Executive Officer of the 
Bruce Trail Conservancy (BTC), I am 
fortunate to regularly spend time 
along our iconic Bruce Trail.   
With each outing I become mesmerized 
all over again by the fantastic spectrum of 
colour that reveals itself. I am endlessly 
fascinated with how many shades of 
green I perceive, and at this time of year, I 
am eager to watch the colours of the 
leaves change like so many other Bruce 
Trail explorers.  
    Fall along the Bruce Trail is truly 
spectacular, but there are colours that 
catch our eyes in every season. As we move 
across our 900 km footpath throughout 
the year, the colours of the landscapes, 
plants, and animal species that thrive 
within our conservation corridor change, 
too. From the sparkling blue waters of 
Georgian Bay on the Saugeen (Bruce) 
Peninsula and the more muted blue-
greens of the Niagara River, to the 

welcome brightness of spring ephemerals 
and iridescent wings of pollinators, to the 
bird species that migrate through our 
protected natural areas, the Bruce Trail is 
truly a feast for the eyes. 
    Colour is also critically important in 
navigating the Bruce Trail: from our blue 
blazed side trails to our white blazed Main 
Trail, colour helps shape every aspect of 
the hiking experience. 
    In this issue of Bruce Trail Conservancy 
Magazine, colour takes many shapes. Inside 
you will find the winners and finalists 
from our Colours of the Bruce Trail photo 
contest, whose pictures showcase a 
breathtaking range of flora, fauna, and 
scenery from across our trail network. You 
will also find a feature about the talented 
artists of Bruce Trail Inspired 3 whose 
dazzling works you can see for yourself at 
their next showcase in support of the BTC 
this November.  
    While the leaves may steal the show 
this time of year, we share an article about 
the colourful changes to be witnessed in 

our meadows and grasslands. You’ll also 
read about the Rainbow Registered 
designation the BTC and its Clubs have 
received for our commitment to fostering 
inclusion throughout our organization 
and on the Trail. 
    As I think about the theme of this issue, 
I can’t forget the many colours hikers 
bring to the Bruce Trail. From their gear 
and attire to the backpacks that proudly 
display badges and pins, the people who 
use the Bruce Trail to connect with nature 
are an important part of what makes it so 
special. If you’re hiking the Bruce Trail, 
you probably also bring some colour 
home with you: mud on your boots, 
pollen on your clothes, the white residue 
of sunscreen, or a warm flush in your 
cheeks. The colours of the Bruce Trail find 
a way to stay with us.  
 
Happy Hiking, 
 
Michael McDonald,  
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Chief Executive Officer’s Message 
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Content deadline for Blazes for the winter 2026 issue is November 2, 2026. 
Send content to: Laura Tuohy, BTC Manager of Community Engagement, at ltuohy@brucetrail.org NIAGARA 

niagara.brucetrail.org 
 
Merritthon – November 7, 2026 
The Merritthon is a trek of approximately 
45 km along the first historic canal route 
of the Welland Canal, created by William 
Hamilton Merritt. The hike begins at  
Port Colborne, follows the Welland Canal 
and moves onto the Merritt Trail in  
St Catharines to finish in Port Dalhousie. 
You can expect to keep pace with giant 
laker ships, see industrial remnants, 
murals and enjoy woods and streets along 
the way. 
    Registration is $50 for members, $60 for 
non-members. Fee includes bus transfers, 
snacks, water check points and a badge. 
 
 
IROQUOIA 
iroquoia.on.ca 
 
What3words 
Challenge 
Explore the Iroquoia 
Bruce Trail in a whole 
new way with the what3words Challenge! 
    Ready to turn your hikes into a trail-side 
treasure hunt? Download the 
what3words app and our PDF checklist. 
Then explore our special stops between 
Grimsby and Milton, use the app to get 
the three-word combos at each location, 
and then write down the 3 words to earn 
your badge. No need to do it all in one go! 
Hike it your way, in any order, and enjoy 
the adventure along the white blazes. 
    Just bring good boots, water, and your 
sense of adventure, and remember to stay 
on marked trails. When you’ve found all 
10 spots, claim your Iroquoia what3words 
badge and celebrate a hike well played!  
For more info visit iroquoia.on.ca/hiking/ 
badges/w3wchallenge 
 
Steeltown Stomp – October 3, 2026 
After another terrific turnout last fall, the 
Steeltown Stomp is back for 2026 – and 
we’re ready to make it our best hike yet! 
Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 
3, and get ready to hit the stairs, conquer 
the climbs, and enjoy some of the most 
spectacular views Hamilton has to offer. 
    Our 2025 event drew nearly 200 hikers 
who tackled 23 kilometres and 2,000 

escarpment steps, exploring waterfalls, 
city lookouts, and forested trails – while 
raising more than $6,200 in support of 
the Bruce Trail Conservancy. 
    Whether you’re aiming for a personal 
challenge or simply want to take in the 
sights with fellow hikers, the Steeltown 
Stomp is a fantastic way to celebrate 
autumn on the Niagara Escarpment. 
    Registration for the 2026 Stomp opens 
soon – see you on the steps! 
 
Bruce Trail Talks Session 2: On the Trail of 
Wellness – October 18, 2026 
As the pace of modern life accelerates, the 
need to reconnect with the natural world 
has never been more urgent. This 
October, join world-renowned 
environmental neuroscientist Dr. Marc 
Berman and leading brain health 
researcher Dr. Jennifer Heisz for an 
engaging afternoon that brings science to 
the trail. Together, they’ll reveal how time 
spent on the Bruce Trail can sharpen our 
minds, strengthen our bodies, and restore 
our sense of balance.  
    Explore the profound link between 

nature and well-being, from cognitive 
clarity to emotional resilience, the 
evidence is clear: nature heals. Whether 
you’re a seasoned hiker or simply curious 
about the power of green space, this 
session offers a compelling reminder that 
sometimes the best thing we can do for 
our health is step outside. Sunday, 
October 18, 2-4 pm at The Westdale 
Theatre. Tickets available at 
https://iroquoia.on.ca/bruce-trail-talks 
 
 
CALEDON HILLS 
caledonbrucetrail.ca 
 
Caledon Hills Fall 
Colours End-to-End: 
October 10-12, 2026 
Plan to enjoy the 
spectacular fall colours as you hike 72.4 
kilometres of main Trail through the 
famous Caledon Hills. The distance can 
be completed on Saturday and Sunday 
only (two-day option) or over the long 
weekend (three-day option). A new 2-day 
badge is available!  

End-to-End hikes are challenging and not recommended for new 
hikers. Instead, check out the wide range of regular group hikes offered 

by Bruce Trail Clubs throughout the year at hikes.brucetrail.org.

BLAZES News and Events from the Bruce Trail  Clubs
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DUFFERIN HI-LAND 
dufferinbrucetrailclub.org 
 
DHBTC Environmental Stewardship 
Award Presented to ODSS Grad 
Over the past two years, Dufferin Hi-Land 
Bruce Trail Club (DHBTC) Biodiversity 
Committee has collaborated with Kurtis 
McMurray, Head of Canadian & World 
Studies at Orangeville District Secondary 
School (ODSS) to enable students to 
participate in ecological restoration 
projects.  
      This year, McMurray proposed that 
DHBTC initiate a $500 Environmental 
Stewardship Award, presented to a 
graduating student who has demonstrated 
outstanding leadership in fostering 
environmental sustainability in their 
school and local community. DHBTC 
Board unanimously agreed.  

     The inaugural award goes to 
Makenna Olmstead. 
     Makenna’s interest in the natural world 
began at a young age when she spent 
much time hiking on the Bruce Trail and 
camping. McMurray says that Makenna 
was a star in the Geography program, 
achieving high grades in all courses. 
Through ODSS’s Greenhouse class she 
received practical experience with 
sustainable agriculture and 
environmental science. Makenna 
demonstrated her commitment to 

making ODSS more sustainable and 
played a key role in the GAEA Club (Green 
Association for Environmental Activism – 
pronounced Gaia) assuming leadership 
roles in planning wetland and schoolyard 
clean ups, Earth Week activities, school 
clothing swaps, waste reduction 
programs, and the school’s Monarch 
Butterfly Gardens. She also participated 
in several ODSS Bruce Trail projects. 
     This September, Makenna begins 
Environmental Science studies at the 
University of Guelph, majoring in 
Wildlife Biology and Conservation. 
Coincidentally, this is the program where 
BTC Ecologist Mara McHaffie, who led a 
restoration project Makenna participated 
in this summer, began her academic stud-
ies. We wish Makenna all the best as she 
begins this exciting new venture. 
 
25 km Challenge Hike – October 17, 2026 
On October 17 challenge yourself, your 
family, friends or anyone, to complete 
the one-day 25 km hike through the 
spectacularly serene yet invigorating 
fields and forests of the Boyne River 
Valley in the Dufferin Hi-Land section of 
the Bruce Trail. All participants who 
complete the hike will be awarded our 
coveted badge. More information at  
dufferinbrucetrailclub.org. 
 

BEAVER VALLEY 
beavervalleybrucetrail.org 
 
Beaver Valley 
Snowshoe Adventure 
Badge – February  
6 & 20, 2027  
BVBTC invites you to 
join us this winter in 
our beautiful Beaver 
Valley for the 
Snowshoe Adventure Badge excursions. 
Enjoy a sparkling winter afternoon in the 
snow and, if you haven’t experienced the 
Trail on a moonlit evening, now’s your 
chance. Our daytime snowshoe hike is 
on February 6 and our evening hike is on 
February 20, the night of the full moon, 
so fingers crossed for clear skies!  
     Participants completing both hikes 
will receive the Beaver Valley Snowshoe 
Adventure Badge, affectionately known 
as the “berserk beaver”. Please bring $10 
(members) or $15 (non-members) for the 
badge to the second outing. Registration 
opens in the fall. • 

Hike Registration:  
visit hikes.brucetrail.org to 

register for any hike listed here 
(unless otherwise noted).
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Makenna Olmstead, winner of the inaugural 
DHBTC Environmental Stewardship Award

https://dufferinbrucetrailclub.org
https://dufferinbrucetrailclub.org
https://beavervalleybrucetrail.org
https://hikes.brucetrail.org
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This year’s theme is “Together on the Trail”. It’s a wonderful 
opportunity for members to introduce friends, family and 
neighbors to all that we love about the Bruce Trail. We’ll be 
gathering from end to end and encouraging others to become 
part of our growing community. 

Bruce Trail Day is an annual celebration of the incredible Bruce Trail and the wonders of the 
Niagara Escarpment, hosted by the Bruce Trail Conservancy at each of its Bruce Trail Clubs.
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Bruce Trail Day – October 4, 2026 
Let’s Celebrate Together on the Trail

    Join us for free guided hikes and family activities to help 
you explore the Bruce Trail and discover the amazing variety 
of life along the Niagara Escarpment.  
 
Learn more at brucetrail.org/bruce-trail-day-2026 

Bring your friends to one of these Bruce Trail Day 2026 events: 
 
LOCATION                                                                                                                                                            HOSTED BY  
Brock University, St Catharines                                                                                                 Niagara Bruce Trail Club 
City View Park, Burlington                                                                                                          Iroquoia Bruce Trail Club 
Evergreen Brickworks, Toronto (Oct. 3)                                                                                 Toronto Bruce Trail Club 
Limehouse, Halton Hills                                                                                                               Toronto Bruce Trail Club 
Meltwater Moraine Nature Reserve, Caledon East                                                         Caledon Hills Bruce Trail Club 
Splitrock Narrows Nature Reserve, Shelburne                                                                  Dufferin Hi-Land Bruce Trail Club 
Nottawasaga Bluffs Conservation Area, Clearview                                                         Blue Mountains Bruce Trail Club 
Village of Kimberley                                                                                                                       Beaver Valley Bruce Trail Club 
Harrison Park, Owen Sound                                                                                                       Sydenham Bruce Trail Club 
Ferndale Visitor Centre, Ferndale                                                                                            Peninsula Bruce Trail Club

M AT C H I N G  O P P O R T U N I T Y   
All donations to the Bruce Trail Conservancy on Bruce Trail Day weekend are being matched by a generous anonymous 

donor and will directly contribute to the future of the Bruce Trail.   
Your gift will go twice as far on October 3 and 4 at brucetrail.org/donate-btday2026.

https://brucetrail.org/bruce-trail-day-2026
https://brucetrail.org/donate-btday2026
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What sparked your membership journey?
Were you seeking connection with other 
nature lovers or looking for motivation 
to get active? Did you have a life-
changing end-to-end experience? Were 
you fired up to protect greenspace in 
Ontario? Did you fall in love with those 
white and blue blazes? 
      Whatever the reason, we are grateful 
you made the decision to support the 
Bruce Trail Conservancy through 
membership.  
      As we get ready to celebrate the Bruce 
Trail’s 60th Anniversary in 2027, we’d 
love to hear about your connection to the 
Bruce Trail and what membership means 
to you. 
 
Please visit brucetrail.org/ 
membership-story-2026 to share 
your story in a short questionnaire. 
 
      We’re especially interested in hearing 
how membership has impacted you 
personally or connected you with nature 
or the Bruce Trail community. Through 
your story, you can help inspire others to 
discover membership and support the 
future of the Bruce Trail.  

      Selected stories may be featured in 
future Bruce Trail Conservancy Magazine 
articles, social media posts, website 

F O R  O U R  M E M B E R S  

Share Your Membership Story

Get ready to hike, run or stroll in new footwear this 
fall with an exclusive offer for Bruce Trail 
Conservancy (BTC) members from KEEN Canada. 
 
Throughout September 2026, BTC members can receive 30% off 
an online purchase at www.keenfootwear.ca with a special 
one-use promo code. The code is valid from September 1 to 30, 
2026 for any single online purchase (except for items already 
covered under existing promotions).  
      Access your KEEN promo code at brucetrail.org/ 
my-account/member-discounts. Simply login as a member 
and look under “Redemption instructions” on the Member 
Discounts tab. Contact the BTC office for any assistance. 
      Extend your exploration of Bruce Trail through this special 
BTC member perk! 

BTC Member Promo from KEEN this September

content, and membership campaigns. 
(Stories can remain anonymous.) 
      Your story is part of the Bruce Trail and 
we hope you’ll take a moment to share it. 
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By Ali Schofield 

NATURE IN TECHNICOLOUR 
Colours of the Bruce Trail Photo Contest Winners and Finalists
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Winner – Knock, Knock, Who’s There? 
Tim Serneels 

What colours do you 
notice when you hike the 
Bruce Trail? 
 
Perhaps you’re drawn to the radiant red 
cap on a Pileated Woodpecker, or the 
orange and gray ribbons of a Turkey Tail 
fungi. Maybe you gravitate towards not a 
single colour, but the pink ombres on the 
petals of a trillium or orchid. 
Photographers who submitted to our 
recent photo contest, Colours of the Bruce 
Trail, noticed these colours and many, 
many more. 
    While our call for submissions this year 
was relatively general – colour is 
everywhere, after all – the fun was in 
learning what caught the eyes of Bruce 
Trail explorers. Entrants showed a 
fascination with fungi, flowers, and the 
shades of yellow and orange along the 
Bruce Trail in fall. They shared pictures 
that played with light and observed 
shadows, captured weather conditions 
and the changing seasons, and 
documented triumphs and joyful 
moments along our ribbon of wilderness. 
Through their lenses, both the explorer 
and the viewer get a chance to pause and 
marvel at nature and our collective 
experience in it. 
    Every year it brings the Bruce Trail 
Conservancy team great joy to see what 
hikers see when they are out exploring 
the Bruce Trail. While we can only share a 
handful of the entries here, we truly 
appreciate every submission and hope 
each entrant had fun in the process.  
    Please enjoy the vibrant views and 
moody hues of Colours of the Bruce Trail. 
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Runner-Up – Turkey Tails 
Marsha Courtney

Magical Springtime on the Trail 
Jo Lamport 

Runner-Up – Webster Falls 
Elisha Faith Magno
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Fabulous Fall 
Monica Pasquali 

Wintery Grotto 
Sourav Ghosh 

Joy at the Cairn 
Ruth Moffatt 
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Olivia Brown

Eye to the Sky 
Buddy Myles

Mac Kirk Side Trail 
Doug Galloway

B R U C E T R A I L . O R G 13
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Fall is a great time to hit the Bruce Trail in search of vibrant colours and authentic experiences. 

While you’re out for a hike, why not stop 
at some of the many locally owned 
businesses along the Niagara Escarpment? 
Check out these recommendations from 
local volunteers in the Niagara and Blue 
Mountains Bruce Trail Clubs.  
 
 
NIAGARA BRUCE TRAIL CLUB 
 
Bench Brewing Company 
3991 King St., Beamsville 
Recommended by Ellen S., NBTC President 
Bench Brewing is a must-visit for hikers in 
the beautiful Niagara Benchlands wine 
region. Located in the historic 
refurbished Maple Grove School, the 
brewery has a large tasting room and 
restaurant that offers a unique mix of 
sandwiches and pub food. Ellen says that 
the BENCH BBQ Pork Nachos, which can 
also be ordered with BBQ Tempeh, are a 
fan favourite and suggests trying the 
different types of beer and ciders on offer 
with a flight.  
 
Brick & Beam Coffee Co. 
4979 King St., Beamsville  
Recommended by Jessica R., NBTC Volunteer 
& Membership Coordinator 
Looking for a selection of local coffees, 
teas and baked goods? Jessica 
recommends Brick & Beam, a locally-
owned cafe in downtown Beamsville. 
With ample seating and a cozy 

atmosphere, it’s a great place to gather 
with friends. Jessica often orders an iced 
vanilla latte with a chocolate croissant, 
calling it the perfect post-hike treat!  
 
The Judge and Jester 
17 Main St. E., Grimsby  
Recommended by David K., NBTC Land 
Securement Committee Volunteer 
For lunch or dinner, David recommends 
the Judge and Jester in downtown 
Grimsby. Some of his favourite menu 
items include the Mediterranean or 
Caesar salad, the Veal Schnitzel, or the 
feature, which is often a delicious prime 
rib dinner served with a Yorkshire 
pudding. This classic British-style pub is 
known for its welcoming atmosphere. It 
hosts regular trivia nights on Tuesdays, 

and is an excellent spot to catch up on 
the latest sporting events, which are often 
shown on the pub’s large-screen TVs. 
 

Explore Like a Local 
With recommendations from Bruce Trail Conservancy volunteers
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Brick & Beam Coffee Co.

The Judge and Jester 

Bench Brewing Company
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BLUE MOUNTAINS BRUCE TRAIL CLUB 
 
Gordon’s Market & Café 
1 Hume St., Unit 107, Collingwood  
Recommended by Michael T., BMBTC 
Director at Large 
Gordon’s Market & Café is a friendly 
independently-owned café and market 
where people can gather and enjoy 
quality salads, soups, sandwiches, baked 
goods, and coffee. Recommended by 
longtime volunteer Michael, the market 
also provides a wonderful selection of 
high-quality produce and other 
groceries. Products are sourced as locally 
and as environmentally responsibly as 
possible. As a bonus, Gordon’s has been 
a strong supporter of community 
groups, including the Blue Mountains 
Bruce Trail Club.  

 
Side Launch Brewing Company 
200 Mountain Rd., Unit 1, Collingwood  
Recommended by Jim L., BMBTC President 
Collingwood is renowned for its history 
of building ships and launching them 
sideways due to its shallow harbour. Side 
Launch Brewing was named in honour 
of that tradition. Side Launch features 
several craft beers, including 
nonalcoholic beverages. Club President 
Jim enjoys visiting the taproom to take 
in live bands or other community 
events. He also appreciates the rotating 
food trucks on site that provide a variety 
of great snacks and meals. 

The Alphorn Restaurant 
209881 Hwy 26, Blue Mountains  
Recommended by Claudio D., BMBTC 
Member 
Claudio recommends visiting The 
Alphorn, a restaurant inspired by the 
flavours of Switzerland, Germany, and 
Austria that has welcomed skiers, hikers, 
and visitors to the Collingwood area for 
over 40 years. Open for breakfast, lunch 
and dinner, it’s a popular meeting place 
where guests can enjoy European classics 
such as schnitzel, fondue, and sausages 
before or after a day on the Trail. 
 

Lots to Discover 
Whether visiting the Bench region or 
heading up to view the fall colours in the 
Blue Mountains, we hope you have a 
chance to visit these local destinations as 
well as the many others dotted along the 
Niagara Escarpment.  
    Please note that these are 
recommendations based on the 
experiences of our volunteers who did not 
receive anything in exchange for this 
listing. They are not official endorsements 
from the Bruce Trail Conservancy, nor 
paid advertisements from the businesses. 
Think of this like printed word-of-mouth 
from your fellow hikers. •
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Gordon’s Market & Café

The Alphorn Restaurant

Side Launch Brewing Company



16             B R U C E  T R A I L  C O N S E R VA N C Y  M A G A Z I N E                                                                                                                                          F A L L  2 0 2 6

The Niagara Escarpment’s forests burst into colourful panoramas every fall, 
drawing ‘leaf-peeping’ hikers from far and wide to experience their fleeting 
beauty along the Bruce Trail.  

But beyond the crimson canopy, another 
fall colour change is unfolding in the 
Escarpment’s meadows and grasslands. 
Shifting our gaze to these open habitats 
can reveal a hidden world; and paying 
attention to their subtle colour cues can 
even open our eyes to the health of the 
landscape itself.  
 
Golds, purples, coppers and bronzes 
As summer comes to a close, goldenrods 
and asters take centre stage in Escarpment 
meadows, transforming the landscape. 
Canada Goldenrod glows like tall yellow 
fountains. New England Aster blazes with 
vivid royal purple blooms. Frost Aster 
forms clusters of tiny white stars.  
    Native grasses add depth and darker 
hues to the mix: Little Bluestem shifts 
from its blue-green summer blades to 
shades of mahogany, rust, and purple-
red, while Big Bluestem and Switchgrass 
deepen to amber and bronze. Between 
these dominant plants, other colours 

peek through, like the burgundy stems of 
Joe-Pye Weed and the rich chocolate seed 
heads of the Black-eyed Susans.      
    Beyond the beauty, this kaleidoscope of 
colour, shape and texture is a sign of a 
diverse habitat.  

The Other Fall Colours 
Reading the shifting autumn palettes of meadows
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Red-tailed Hawk

A tale of two fields 
Not all open grassy spaces along the 
Bruce Trail share this richness of colour, 
form and species. Many former 
agricultural fields on the Escarpment are 
near monocultures of a few non-native 
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Goldenrod Crab Spider at Cattail Marsh Nature Reserve

By Laura Tuohy
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grasses, thistles, and invasive plants like 
Dog-strangling Vine. In fall, these spaces 
look uniform and muted. The dominant 
grasses grow to a similar height, then 
quickly dry into a monochromatic tan, 
and collapse into flat, bleached mats. 
    A healthy meadow tells a different 
story. Flowers and grasses of varied hues 
bloom at different times, at mixed 
heights, with multiple textures and 
structures. Even after the last blooms have 
faded, standing stalks and seed heads 
continue to provide crucial food and 
shelter for a variety of insects, mammals 
and birds. A rich tapestry of distinct hues 
and shapes creates habitat diversity. It 
allows species to occupy different niches 
and creates conditions for biodiversity to 
flourish. 
 

The last feast 
Through this variety, autumn meadows 
become nature’s final critical banquet 
before winter. At this feast, pollinators are 
completing important life stages, 
migratory species are fueling up for 
journeys, and resident birds and 
mammals are preparing for the scarcity of 
the frozen months ahead. 
    It all begins with the beautiful 
partnership of goldenrods and asters. 

Commonly growing together, Canada 
Goldenrods and New England Asters have 
complementary colours (yellow and 
purple) that intensify each other, creating 
a vibrant display particularly attractive to 
pollinators – drawing more insects to the 
combined patch than either flower would 
attract alone.  
    Goldenrods and asters bloom when few 
other plants are flowering and provide 
some of the last pollen and nectar sources 
of the year. Monarchs fill up on this late 
season bounty before their cross-
continental migration. Newly-mated 
queen Bumblebees gorge on the nectar to 
build up fat reserves before hibernation. 
Hundreds of species of insects are 
supported by this partnership, with as 
many as 42 species of bees relying on 
goldenrod alone for food. 
    But the feast doesn’t end there. 
    Between the tall stalks of flowers and 
grasses, Yellow Garden Spiders build 
massive webs to trap grasshoppers, flies 
and other small insects. Perched on the 
bending tops of plants, Goldfinches feast 
on the seeds of Evening Primrose, while 
Savannah Sparrows pick at the spittlebug 
nymphs hiding on goldenrod stems. 
Through hidden tunnel networks in the 
tall grass, Meadow Voles and White-

footed Mice forage intensely for fallen 
seeds to stock their winter caches. 
Overhead, Kestrels and Red-tailed Hawks 
are drawn to all the activity and prey on 
the small mammals and insects below. 
    At every level, fall meadows become a 
seasonal hub of activity. 
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Autumn Meadowhawks
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Canada Goldenrod and New England Aster



18             B R U C E  T R A I L  C O N S E R VA N C Y  M A G A Z I N E                                                                                                                                          F A L L  2 0 2 6

Subtle signs of a species at risk 
Amidst all the busyness and colour of 
Escarpment meadows and grasslands in 
the fall, other more subtle interactions 
are also playing out.   
    Most of us are familiar with the beauty 
of the showy Monarch butterfly and its 
incredible migration across North 
America. With its bold stripes in both 
caterpillar and adult form, and its 
precarious habitat needs, it has become 
the poster-insect of the conservation 
world. But another endangered butterfly, 
less conspicuous and perhaps even more 
vulnerable, is hanging on in Escarpment 
grasslands: the Mottled Duskywing. 
    As its name suggests, this lovely 
lepidopteran displays a pattern of browns 
and greys with a dappling of yellow-
brown spots on its tiny wings. The 
Mottled Duskywing was once found 
throughout eastern and central U.S. and 
parts of south-central Canada but is now 
designated as Endangered in Ontario and 
in Canada. In Ontario, it is only found in 
a few isolated populations in the south 
where its larval host plants occur. 
    As Common Milkweed is to the 
Monarch, so New Jersey Tea is to the 
Mottled Duskywing. The Mottled 
Duskywing relies exclusively on New 
Jersey Tea and its close relative, Prairie 
Redroot, as the sole host plants where 
females lay their eggs and caterpillars feed. 

In late fall, mature Mottled Duskywing 
caterpillars move down to the ground 
layer, weaving silk shelters within the New 
Jersey Tea’s fallen leaves to overwinter. 
    A native shrub supporting many 
pollinators, New Jersey Tea thrives in dry 
open habitats. It is declining in the wild 
primarily due to habitat loss, the 
suppression of natural fires, heavy 
browsing by deer, and competition from 
invasive plants.   
    To support species at risk like the 
Mottled Duskywing and strengthen 
biodiversity, the Bruce Trail Conservancy 
(BTC) is planting key native species like 
New Jersey Tea and restoring meadows 
and tallgrass prairie habitats throughout 
the Niagara Escarpment. 
 
Restoring colour, restoring life 
The unique palettes of native meadows 
and tallgrass prairies have nearly 
disappeared from Ontario. Tallgrass 
prairies in particular are among the 
province’s rarest ecosystems, with less 
than three percent of their historical 
range remaining intact. Urban expansion, 
intensified agriculture, and the 
suppression of natural disturbances like 
fire have contributed to their decline.  
    As these habitats disappear, the losses 
ripple throughout the ecosystem. 
Pollinators lose nectar sources and host 
plants. Grassland birds lose nesting 
habitat. Small mammals, reptiles, and 
countless insects lose food, shelter, and 
breeding sites. The result is not only a less 
colourful landscape, but a less diverse one. 

    Across its nature reserves, the BTC is 
actively restoring meadows and rare 
grassland habitats by: 
• removing invasive plants through 

pulling or applying targeted herbicide; 
• sowing with native seed mixes and 

planting native grasses and forbs 
(wildflowers); 

• conducting controlled burns, when 
conditions are right, to manage 
invasive competition and mimic the 
natural disturbance cycle that 
maintains grasslands; 

• propagating native grasses and forbs for 
further restoration (see box on page 19).  

 
The aim is not to restore colour and 
beauty for their own sake, as one might in 
a cultivated garden, but rather to restore 

Mottled Duskywing

Meadow restoration at Springle Nature Reserve

Common Eastern Bumble Bee

Ph
ot

o:
 D

an
 R

ile
y 

(i
N

at
ur

al
is

t 
C

C
 B

Y) Ph
ot

o:
 B

ria
n 

Po
pe

lie
r

Ph
ot

o:
 T

or
on

to
 B

ru
ce

 T
ra

il 
C

lu
b



B R U C E T R A I L . O R G B R U C E  T R A I L  C O N S E R VA N C Y  M A G A Z I N E 19

In Greenland, the sea is the road and the ice is alive. There 

are no highways between towns - just fjords, glaciers, and 

ancient routes guided by the rhythms of nature. 

Sail from Iceland to Greenland into a world shaped by 

wind, ice, and wildlife. Spot humpbacks, minkes, and other 

whales surfacing in the cold, clear Denmark Strait. Visit 

communities only accessible by boat. Hike the tundra with 

Inuit guides. Hear the language of a culture that’s lived in 

balance with the Arctic for over 4,000 years.

$500 off for The Bruce Trail Conservancy 

members. Visit advcan.ca/btc2 or scan the 

QR code to explore  our available journeys. 

Call us at 1.800.363.7566

What land has 50 words  
for ice and no highways?

© Martin Lipman
Ilulissat, Greenland

ecological relationships and the processes 
that sustain a healthy ecosystem. As a 
consequence, however, a restored native 
meadow provides a vibrant, multi-layered 
mosaic of shifting colors. The expanding 
palette of these restored meadows reflects 
the vast web of life they support. 
 
A fall hike in a new light 
The colours of a meadow tell a story 
about its biodiversity. Golds, purples, 
coppers, russets, and whites mark a 
landscape alive with activity, supporting 
busy pollinators, foraging mammals, 
hunting raptors and inconspicuous 
endangered butterflies. Restoring and 
protecting these sun-drenched grasslands 
helps ensure the diversity continues to 
thrive along the Niagara Escarpment. 
    This fall while you’re enjoying the 
spectacular colours of the Bruce Trail, 
take a moment to pause and look closely 
at a meadow. You’ll be rewarded with a 
new perspective on autumn along the 
Escarpment: a vibrant community of life 
hidden in plain sight. • 

 

Growing the Colours of 
Meadow Restoration   
Returning wild beauty and biodiversity 
to native meadow ecosystems on a large 
scale requires a reliable supply of locally 
appropriate native plants. As demand 
for these species grows, sourcing 
enough material from nurseries can be 
challenging. To support its restoration 
efforts the BTC has invested in growing 
its own native plants for seed collection. 
   The first of the BTC’s “seed orchards”, launched in 2020 at the McNally Nature 

Reserve, was created to specifically meet the needs of our meadow restoration 
projects. Since then, staff and volunteers have collected thousands of seeds from 
dozens of native species. Many of which have already been used in nearby restoration 
projects and are becoming established in their new homes. 
   New Jersey Tea – a target species and host plant of the endangered Mottled 

Duskywing – has had mixed survival success at the McNally Seed Orchard. Its seed 
pods can burst open before seeds are collected, and young plants are frequently 
browsed by deer and rabbits. To increase success, the BTC has partnered with the 
Gosling Research Institute for Plant Propagation (GRIPP) in Guelph which uses 
innovative biotechnology techniques to grow at-risk species.  
   By growing native plants today, BTC is helping ensure that the colours, inhabitants 

and ecological relationships of Escarpment meadows continue to flourish in the future.
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This fall, five artists are coming together to mount an exhibition that 
celebrates the vibrant beauty of the Bruce Trail. 
The show, Bruce Trail Inspired 3, will feature 
over 50 works of art, each one a moment 
in time at a specific place along Canada’s 
oldest and longest marked footpath. With 
their showcase just on the horizon, we 
connected with each of the artists – 
Victoria Pearce, Janet Jardine, Anne More, 
Cathy Lorraway, and Robert Peachey – to 

learn about their backgrounds, understand 
their process as artists, and ask what 
places, features, and colours on the Bruce 
Trail inform their work.  
 
The Trail sparks an idea 
It’s fair to say that the Bruce Trail has 
been an important influence on  
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Victoria Pearce for most of her life. 
Growing up in Hamilton, Pearce went on 
many hikes through the Iroquoia and 
Niagara sections with family and friends, 
from spots on Hamilton Mountain to 
Grindstone Creek where her father 
helped build the first footbridge over the 
water. “The Bruce Trail is a 

Finding Creativity and Camaraderie 
along the Bruce Trail 
The artists of Bruce Trail Inspired 3 share the subjects and colours that influence their work. By Ali Schofield

I’ll Follow You by Victoria Pearce 
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multi-generational treasure,” Pearce said. 
“Every person, every family, needs to 
spend time on the land.”  
    Like the painters she would connect 
with later in life, art was one of her 
passions from a young age. The Trail even 
influenced her early training as an artist: 
Pearce’s high school art teacher was noted 
painter, naturalist and early Bruce Trail 
supporter, Robert Bateman.  
    Today, Pearce is an award-winning 
artist whose works can be found across 
Hamilton, from hotels to the Stoney 
Creek branch of the Bank of Montreal to 
private residences. She is known for her 
eye-catching colours and labyrinthine 
technique, which makes her subjects feel 
alive with movement.  
    “I was teaching painting and I tripped 
on a new style while working on a 
landscape,” she explained. “I doubled 
back on a cloud with my brush and that 
was it. I’ve been developing the style over 
the last 12 years.”  
    In 2016, Pearce began going on 
informal Waterfall Wednesday hikes with 
her neighbour, long-time Iroquoia Club 
volunteer Peter Rumble. Each week, they 
visited one of the many cascades along 
the Bruce Trail. From Tiffany to Albion to 
Inglis Falls, Pearce’s ideas flowed like the 
water. It was on these hikes Pearce first 
considered developing a whole art show 
around scenes from the Bruce Trail, with 

proceeds supporting the work of the 
Bruce Trail Conservancy. 
    As a member of the Burlington Fine 
Arts Association (BFAA), Pearce 
considered which other artists might be 
willing to join the potential exhibition. 
    “I looked for other members whose 
subjects were nature-based,” Pearce 
shared. “Janet Jardine and Anne More 
were the first that I approached.”  
    This is how the first Bruce Trail Inspired 
showcase was born. 
 
Finding fellowship 
Janet Jardine is an artist whose work 
marries her passions for nature and 
painting. After a departure from her 
career in the environmental sciences, she 
made her lifelong calling to photography 
and painting her primary focus. Her first 
painting featuring the Bruce Trail was 
symbolic of this new chapter.  
    “It’s called ‘Turning Points’,” Jardine 
said of the work depicting a bend in the 
Trail at Rattlesnake Point amid a canopy 
of early autumn leaves. “It’s about 
transitions, in life and on the Trail.”  
    Jardine feels called to depict the grand 
vistas seen from the top of the 
Escarpment, Trail scenes, and the 
personalities of individual trees. The 
latter is a subject fellow Bruce Trail Inspired 
painter Anne More also gravitates 
towards. 

Turning Point by Janet Jardine

    “I am in awe of the cedars along the 
Escarpment. They cling to next to 
nothing,” More said. “The fact that they 
are hundreds of years old really caught 
me. I am pulled to their resilience to 
weather and time.” 
    More was already an avid Bruce Trail 
explorer, hiking regularly with her 
daughters and grandchildren, when she 
came together with Pearce and Jardine for 
the first Bruce Trail Inspired show. In 
addition to offering time with loved ones, 
the Trail is so captivating to More it 
generates a creative compulsion.  
    “We paint because we have to paint. We 
feel like we have to share a certain 
moment,” More said. “We each have 
slightly different styles, so it’s interesting 
to understand how we each see 
something.” For More, the Bruce Trail is 
seen through deep layers of colour and 
the playfulness of light and shadow.  
 
Giving back through art 
A critical part of Bruce Trail Inspired for each 
artist was the determination to give back. 
    “Donating proceeds from the show 
feels right in my heart,” Jardine said. “We 
really appreciate the work that the Bruce 
Trail Conservancy does to protect lands 
and maintain them. This huge, 
connected conservation corridor is so 
important, especially in near-urban areas. 
It’s a refuge for wildlife and for people.”  



    The first Bruce Trail Inspired show took 
place in the fall of 2020 at Burlington 
Centre. Included in the exhibition was a 
large map of the Bruce Trail with marks 
indicating the places along the Trail that 
are featured in each work. While it wasn’t 
the conventional art show that may have 
first been imagined – the COVID 
pandemic necessitated masks, visitor 
limits, and Bruce Trail blazes to direct 
guests while supporting social distancing 
– the response from visitors was 
unanimously positive.  
    “We hoped that, in sharing our art and 
the stories, we could get people’s 
attention,” Jardine said. And that they 
did. The show was so well received, 
Pearce, Jardine, and More decided to plan 
another exhibition for 2023. 
 
Partners in paint and pastels 
For Bruce Trail Inspired 2, the group asked 
Cathy Lorraway, also member of the 
BFAA, to join them.  
    Lorraway, a former English, French and 
art teacher, started directing her energy 
toward the creation of ethereal paintings 
and pastels following her retirement in 
2015. She describes the desire to pursue 
art as a tap on the shoulder that 
wouldn’t stop.  
    “I thought, if I don’t go for it, I’m going 
to regret it,” she said. Her dedication paid 
off: Lorraway is now an artist in residence 
at the Art Gallery of Burlington. 

    Along the Trail, Lorraway is moved by 
the character of the trees, the rush of 
waterfalls, and reflections in water, from 
the layers of earth beneath the surface to 
the canopy above. “The leaves in the 
sunlight create this beautiful lime green 
reflection,” Lorraway said of her time 
doing plein air (outdoor) painting at 
Hilton Falls.   
    “Cathy does gorgeous pastels,” Pearce 
remarked. “Everyone has their own style, 
which is important. We all have very 
different takes.” 
    “It’s just nice to bond with kindred 
spirits and have a little bit of fun,” 
Lorraway said of her showcase 
collaborators. “When you’re an artist, you 
spend a lot of the time painting alone in 
the studio out of necessity.” 
    Together, the four artists shared new 
works for Bruce Trail Inspired 2 in the fall 
of 2023, this time with more fanfare 
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Nature Lights the Way by Anne More

Sunlit Resiliance by Cathy Lorraway



permitted. Together, their efforts brought 
the total amount raised for the BTC 
through both shows up to $11,000. 
    The Bruce Trail Inspired artists are 
currently planning their third exhibition, 
which will open on November 17 at the 
FirstOntario Arts Centre Milton. Joining 
them this year is painter Robert Peachey. 
Like his fellow artists, Peachey’s love of 
the natural world runs deep: he was a 
landscape architect until his retirement. 
    He is attracted to the geography of the 
Niagara Escarpment, its cervices and 
caves, and the Carolinian forest. 
    “One of my haunts has always been 
Mount Nemo,” Peachey says. “Growing 
up, that was always the prettiest part of 
the Bruce Trail.” 
    When the Bruce Trail Inspired artists 
approached Peachey, he readily accepted 
the invitation to join the upcoming 
exhibition. He said he was drawn to the 
camaraderie of being with other 
like-minded artists and supporting the 
Trail’s future.  

    “I appreciate the mission to introducing 
people to the Niagara Escarpment in a 
responsible way,” Peachey said. “If we are 
going to reap the benefits of being in our 
urban wilderness, it has to be done in a 
way that won’t destroy nature.” 
 
Artistic field trips 
The Bruce Trail Inspired artists have a lot in 
common: they feel a connection to 
nature, have found a calling in creating 
striking works of art, and all reside near 
the Iroquoia section of the Bruce Trail. To 
broaden their artistic and hiking 
horizons, the group decided to travel to 
Tobermory this spring and explore the 
Bruce Trail together on the Saugeen 
(Bruce) Peninsula.  
    In every conversation for this article, 
each of the artists excitedly recounted 
their trip to the northern reaches of the 
Trail where they visited a different area 
every day. For a few in the group, this was 
their first visit to the Peninsula. They 
were fascinated by the shape of the rocks, 

the cedars hanging from Escarpment 
cliffs, and even the unique perspective on 
the Trail from the waters of Georgian Bay.  
    Their excursion to the Peninsula did 
more than feed their creativity, it gave 
them time to reflect and connect with 
others who are passionate about the same 
two things: the Bruce Trail and art. The 
artists are now planning their next Bruce 
Trail road trip to visit the new Talisman 
Forest Nature Reserve and capture the 
Beaver Valley in all its autumn colours.  
 
Be inspired  
Bruce Trail Inspired 3 is your chance to see 
firsthand the perspectives, places and 
colours of the Bruce Trail as depicted by 
some of Ontario’s greatest artistic talents. 
Their new works will be on display at the 
FirstOntario Arts Centre Milton from 
November 17 until December 6, 2026 
with a portion of the proceeds from each 
piece sold supporting the Bruce Trail 
Conservancy. • 
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On the way to the Grotto by Robert Peachey
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Conservation in Action: New Protected Areas

Whether through relationships built with longtime neighbours 
and landowners, agreements with municipalities, or small but 
significant severances, the BTC’s land securement toolbox is 
varied and growing. From 100-acre properties to 0.1-acre 
parcels, our dedicated staff and volunteers embrace flexibility 
and creativity in pursuit of a permanent home for the Bruce 
Trail and a protected Niagara Escarpment. 
 
Acorn Nook – Niagara section 
Map 1, Queenston Heights  
0.1 acres | 48 metres of Bruce Trail Optimum Route 
Acorn Nook is a tiny but mighty addition to the Bruce Trail 
conservation corridor. Located in Niagara-on-the-Lake, this 
wooded, triangular-shaped property sits on the edge of a 
flowing creek. Important for Trail continuity, the property also 
protects sensitive ecological features of the Escarpment. This 
includes species such as Chokecherry, Black Currant, Baltimore 
Oriole, American Toad, and towering Black Oaks from which 
the property got its name. In the springtime, ephemerals such 
as Trout Lily and Jack-in-the-Pulpit can be spotted along the 
forest floor.  

Claremont Edge – Iroquoia section  
Map 7, Hamilton  
0.1 acres | 17 metres of Bruce Trail Optimum Route 
This new addition to our corridor may be small but it 
represents an important connector in a busy urban area. 
Claremont Edge, sitting along the slope of Hamilton’s 
Claremont Road Access, leads hikers up the “Mountain” (the 
name given to the Niagara Escarpment though Hamilton).  
Located near St. Joseph’s Hospital next to BTC’s Ryan property 
(protected in 2015), Claremont Edge is heavily forested, 
offering urban wildlife and people alike a quiet place to travel 
while connecting with nature in a bustling area. Its protection 
is important for Trail continuity through the city, keeping 
hikers off the road and on the Bruce Trail Optimum Route. 
Though not always considered the most scenic area, many 
people use the Bruce Trail in Hamilton daily to walk their dog, 
commute to work, and travel through the city. That means 
that, though small, securing this piece of Trail improves the 
daily experience of Hamiltonians and Bruce Trail hikers alike. 
 
Town of The Blue Mountains property – Blue Mountains section 
Map 24, Blue Mountains  
0.7 acres | 116 metres of Bruce Trail Optimum Route 
Thanks to a generous donation from the Town of The Blue 
Mountains, the Bruce Trail has secured a short but critical 
section of the 15th Sideroad unopened road allowance. This 
acquisition will eventually provide a new home for the Bruce 
Trail in the Scenic Caves area.  
    Once the Trail is relocated onto this densely wooded property, 
hikers will be able to avoid Grey Road 119, improving both 
safety and the overall Trail experience. The reroute will also 
move the Trail away from local residences, helping to 
strengthen relationships with neighbouring landowners.  
    While modest in size, this property plays an important role in 
a larger vision. It represents an important step in eventually 
removing the Trail from Scenic Caves Road and creating a more 
natural and protected route.  
    Special thanks to BTC volunteers Linda, Bev and Dave who 
helped secure this property and work through the challenging 
puzzle of finding an appropriate route for the Trail. 
 
Amber Crest (expansion) – Peninsula section 
Map 37, Hope Bay  
9 acres | 171 metres of Bruce Trail Optimum Route  
Amber Crest (expansion) is the latest addition in a string of 
properties the Bruce Trail Conservancy has secured south of 
Cape Dundas Nature Reserve and nearly doubles the size of the 
Amber Crest protected natural area (announced in the spring 
2026 issue).  
    Amber Crest (expansion) features high-quality interior forest 
that provides habitat for a wide range of wildlife, including area-
sensitive bird species such as Ovenbird, American Redstart, and 
Black-and-white Warbler. The property also features cliff and 

These six protected properties, recently added to our growing conservation corridor, reflect some 
of the many ways the Bruce Trail Conservancy (BTC) secures land along the Niagara Escarpment. 

Acorn Nook – Niagara section
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talus habitats, dense White Cedar forest, and a short stretch of 
cobblestone shoreline on Georgian Bay. The caves and cliff 
communities offer sheltered sites for several overwintering bat 
species.  
    This newly protected property is part of an ecological corridor 
stretching 57 km along the Escarpment from Wiarton to Lion’s 
Head. Signs of Black Bear underscore the importance of this 
large, relatively undisturbed tract of Escarpment habitat. 
 
MapleCross Nature Reserve at Lion’s Haven – Peninsula section 
Map 38, Lion’s Head  
100 acres | 0 metres of Bruce Trail Optimum Route 
On the Saugeen (Bruce) Peninsula, this lush, wooded property 
lies adjacent to Lion’s Head Provincial Park and the BTC-
managed Warder property. MapleCross Nature Reserve at Lion’s 
Haven adds 100 acres of ecologically valuable Niagara 
Escarpment land to our growing conservation corridor and 
creates a buffer around existing parkland, ensuring large tracts 
of wilderness are available for local species to thrive.  

    This new nature reserve is home to a variety of important 
habitats, including interior forest, an increasingly rare 
ecosystem that provides critical refuge for species such as Black 
Bears, Fishers, and migratory birds that nest in the region. The 
property also features vernal pools – crucial breeding habitat for 
amphibians.  
    While no Bruce Trail Optimum Route crosses the property, it 
is skirted by the Warder Side Trail and Ilse Hanel Side Trail. The 
land offers strong potential for future Side Trail development, 
further enhancing the Bruce Trail experience in this popular 
hiking destination. 
    Special thanks to our longtime partners in conservation, 
MapleCross for supporting this nature reserve at Lion’s Haven.   
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Amber Crest (expansion) – Peninsula section

MapleCross Nature Reserve at Lion’s Haven – Peninsula section

Yellow Lady’s Slipper at Whippoorwill Stand - Peninsula section 

Whippoorwill Stand - Peninsula section 
Map 38, Lion’s Head 
10 acres | 100 metres of Bruce Trail Optimum Route 
Whippoorwill Stand overlooks Whippoorwill Bay on the 
Saugeen (Bruce) Peninsula, at the corner of Forty Hills Road and 
Swan Lake Lane. This newly protected area offers the 
opportunity to remove the Bruce Trail from Isthmus Bay Road 
and reroute it through forested terrain.  
    Sitting next to 75 acres of previously secured BTC-managed 
lands, Whippoorwill Stand expands our conservation impact. 
In an area dominated by cottages and residential development, 
protecting this land ensures that wildlife in the area has room to 
thrive. This includes species at risk like Eastern Whippoorwill, 
Eastern Wood Pewee, and Massasauga Rattlesnake.  
    Whippoorwill Stand primarily features coniferous forest 
dominated by Eastern White Cedar, Balsam Fir, and White 
Spruce with White Birch and Trembling Aspen. The understory 
is dominated by Round-leaved Dogwood and Buffaloberry, 
while the ground layer includes mosses, Fringed Polygala, 
Bearberry, Sarsaparilla, Large-leaved Aster, and Bracken fern. •
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What’s in Your Pack?  
With Plein Air Painter Ray Ramjattan

Ray started painting just over five years 
ago, but it wasn’t until moving to 
Hamilton in 2024 that he discovered what 
is now known as the Hamilton Plein Air 
Arts Collective, an informal group of 
artists who paint together outdoors. 
Although sharing his work with a group 
was initially intimidating, Ray saw it as an 
opportunity to connect with Hamilton’s 
arts community while spending time 
outdoors and easing his social anxiety. 
Ray now co-leads the group, which meets 
every weekend at various locations 
throughout Hamilton, including along 
the Bruce Trail.  
    In this latest installment of “What’s In 
Your Pack?” we asked Ray about his must-
have items when he heads out to paint.  
 
Paints 
Ray prefers to use oil paints but will use 
acrylic and watercolour from time to 
time. He finds that different paint types 
will act differently depending on the 
weather, adding another element to the 
work. For example, oil paints are more 
difficult when the weather is cold, and 
acrylic will dry very quickly in the heat. 
Whichever paint type he chooses, Ray 
brings just a few colours, keeping it 
minimal to keep his pack light. Typically, 
that means bringing a warm and cool 
tone of each primary colour, a white, and 
a few guest colours, depending on the 
location and season. “Phthalo Green is 
my secret weapon,” Ray says, and it is 
often in his kit.    
 
Canvas 
Every artist needs something to paint on. 
Ray prefers using canvas panels, which are 
thin, rigid painting surfaces that offer less 
bounce than stretched canvas. He also 
occasionally uses oil paper for variety. 
Both are easy to carry when painting 
outdoors.  
 
Easel  
One of the biggest things that Ray carries 
to the Trail when plein air painting is his 
easel. This includes a setup with a tripod, 
palette, and mast or support holder. Ray 

For Ray Ramjattan, painting outdoors comes naturally 
with the right supplies and a sense of wonder. 
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has customized his easel to suit his needs, 
and each artist in the group has their own 
unique setup. Some artists bring an old 
table, while others have easels that are 
decades old – whatever works best for 
them! Ray’s holds both his painting and 
his supplies, allowing him to work 
comfortably outdoors.  

Brushes  
Ray usually brings four or five 
paintbrushes of varying sizes. He typically 
prefers long-handled flat brushes because 
they are very versatile. 
 
Solvent 
Ray uses Gamsol as a solvent for cleaning 
his brushes and thinning paint. He prefers 
Gamsol because it is odourless and doesn’t 
bother his dogs at home, unlike other, 
stronger solvents. Ray makes sure to bring 



B R U C E T R A I L . O R G B R U C E  T R A I L  C O N S E R VA N C Y  M A G A Z I N E 27

be ready for anything. This includes a 
waterproof raincoat, a hat for sun 
protection or warmth, gloves, and 
thermal socks. Standing in one spot for 
two or three hours, you never know how 
your body will feel over time or how the 
weather will change. He also brings an 
umbrella that attaches to his easel to 
protect his work in case of rain.  
 
Phone 
Ray brings his phone for a few reasons. He 
photographs his chosen scene before he 
begins painting to capture the original 
lighting conditions, helping him stay true 
to the moment rather than chasing the 
changing light throughout the session, 
which is a challenge when plein air 
painting. He also brings headphones and 
listens to a classical playlist on his phone 
to get into the zone.  
 
And finally ... 
When asked for one last piece of advice, 
Ray noted that anyone looking to start 
plein air painting should bring “a sense of 
wonder and a good eye to your 
surroundings.” Painting allows you to take 

in the nature around you and see it 
through a different lens.   
    For those in the Hamilton area who are 
interested in joining the Hamilton Plein 
Air Arts Collective, Ray encourages you to 
do so. The group is always open to new 
members, and all ages and skill levels are 
welcome. You can find them on Instagram: 
@hamiltonpleinairartscollective  • 
 

Hamilton Plein Air Arts Collective group outing
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Plein Air Painter Ray Ramjattan

it in a sealed jar so that it doesn’t leak in 
his pack. The whole group makes a point 
of leaving no solvent or paint behind and 
always cleaning up after themselves, 
striving to leave the Trail better than they 
found it.   
 
Layers 
While the group always checks the 
forecast before heading out, Ray always 
wears layers and brings extra with him, to 
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Thanks to the generosity and support of Bruce Trail 
Conservancy donors and community members, we have 
made incredible strides toward meeting our $7.5 million 
goal to protect and restore Talisman Forest Nature Reserve.  
 
Already, the $1.5 million match from Environment and Climate 
Change Canada has been met, thanks to nature lovers and 
hikers alike who have made donations towards this iconic piece 
of the Niagara Escarpment.   
 
The finish line is now in sight.  
 
There is still $1.3 million left to raise, and we need your 
support to reach this goal. Will you help us get there with a 
donation today? 
 
Be part of this monumental moment in Bruce Trail history. 
Your gift today will help complete this landmark conservation 
effort and transform this incredible property into a thriving 
nature reserve.  

Your donation will: 
• Secure 134 acres of Niagara Escarpment land 
• Remove the former ski resort structures and begin remediation 
• Protect 885 metres of Bruce Trail  
• Reforest the former ski slopes, representing the only gap in 

forest canopy in a 10-kilometre stretch of the Escarpment 
• Restore habitat for iconic wildlife and species at risk, including 

Eastern Meadowlark, Butternut, and Barn Swallow 
• Enhance vital ecological services, 

including air and water 
filtration, flood mitigation, 
and carbon storage 

 
Together, we can protect 
this ecologically 
significant landscape 
and make it accessible 
to explore via the Bruce 
Trail, forever.  
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Talisman Forest Nature Reserve 
Help us cross the finish line! 

!

Donate today at brucetrail.org/talisman or by phone at 1-800-665-4453  
or by mailing the form below to Bruce Trail Conservancy, PO Box 857, Hamilton, ON L8N 3N9  

Yes, I want to restore and protect Talisman Forest Nature Reserve! 
Enclosed is my:          m Monthly Gift:                   m $ _______________ / month 

                                                 m One-time Gift:                 m $250                       m $100                       m $50                        m $ _______________ other 

Payment by:                    m Cheque (payable to The Bruce Trail Conservancy or marked “Void” if setting up a monthly donation)           m Mastercard           m Visa  

Card #: _____________________________________________  Expiry Date: ______________________  Signature: _____________________________________________ 

Name: _______________________________________________  Member# _________________________  Email: _________________________________________________ 

m I am interested in learning more about making a gift to the Bruce Trail Conservancy in my will.     m I have included the Bruce Trail Conservancy in my will. 
 
If donations to the profiled property exceeds the required funds, your donation will be used to secure and steward other lands within the Bruce Trail’s conservation corridor. 

EASTERN MEADOWLARK

https://brucetrail.org/talisman
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The Bruce Trail Conservancy 
(BTC) and its nine Clubs are 
pleased to announce we have 
been designated as a Rainbow 
Registered organization.  
 
This nationally recognized accreditation, 
awarded through the Canadian Queer 
Chamber of Commerce (CQCC) and 
Tourism HR Canada, recognizes 
organizations that meet high standards 
for creating a welcoming and safe 
environment for the 2SLGBTQIA+ 
community.  

Achieving “Rainbow Registered” status 
reflects the collective commitment and 
efforts of the BTC and its Clubs to foster 
an inclusive experience for 2SLGBTQIA+ 
people through progressive policies, 
practices and training. Over the past 
several years, the BTC has made dedicated 
efforts to promote inclusivity and 
belonging at all levels of the organization, 
both internally and externally. 
Throughout the year, Bruce Trail Clubs 
host a variety of 2SLGBTQIA+ friendly 
and queer-led programs, including 
Rainbow Hikes and outreach at local 
Pride celebrations across the Niagara 
Escarpment. 
    For more than 60 years, the BTC has 
been connecting communities to nature 
along the Niagara Escarpment. Our 
mission, ‘preserving a ribbon of wilderness, 
for everyone, forever’ reflects a promise of 
inclusion. The BTC believes everyone 
should have the opportunity to 

experience the Bruce Trail and help shape 
its future while feeling welcomed, 
comfortable, and safe, whether they are 
participating in self-guided adventures, 
organized hikes, or volunteer activities. 
    By building relationships with local 
2SLGBTQIA+ communities, developing 
special programming, and continually 
learning new ways to advance our 
commitment to inclusion, the BTC will 
continue fostering belonging and 
celebrating diversity.  • 
 

BTC Becomes Rainbow Registered
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Celebrate Pride with the BTC 
Year-Round 

Whether on the Trail or at a Pride event, we 
invite you to join us. Browse upcoming 
events and organized hikes at 
brucetrail.org/pride-2026
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Sydenham and Peninsula Clubs at 
Owen Sound Pride

Toronto Bruce Trail Club Rainbow Hike 

Show your support with a 
BTC Pride Badge  
Request your free badge while supplies last 
at brucetrail.org/request-a-btc-pride-badge 

Ph
ot

o:
 c

/o
 T

or
on

to
 B

ru
ce

 T
ra

il 
C

lu
b



30             B R U C E  T R A I L  C O N S E R VA N C Y  M A G A Z I N E                                                                                                                                          F A L L  2 0 2 6

This past May, 87 participants laced up 
their boots in support of the Bruce Trail 
Conservancy as part of the month-long 
Bruce Trail Hike-a-thon. The annual event 
challenges participants to set hiking and 
fundraising goals for the month and 
share their love for the Trail while 
competing for prizes. This year, more 
hikers than ever signed up to be part of 
the Hike-a-thon fun. 
    Together, Hike-a-thoners logged many 
kilometres while raising funds for the 
BTC’s Trail Development and 
Maintenance Fund 1182 & 1183. This 
fund supports the building and upkeep of 
Bruce Trail structures, including 
boardwalks, bridges, staircases, stiles, 
signage and more, helping ensure the 
Trail remains safe and enjoyable for years 
to come. 
    Thanks to the dedication and 
enthusiasm of this year’s participants, the 
2026 Hike-a-thon raised over $55,000, 
more than any previous Hike-a-thon. 
Even better, every dollar raised has been 
matched by anonymous donors, 
doubling the event’s impact. 

    Thank you to everyone who 
participated in Hike-a-thon 2026 and all 
those who supported Hike-a-thoners and 
the Bruce Trail Conservancy with a 
donation. We look forward to welcoming 
everyone back next year. Keep an eye on 
our social media channels and Bruce Trail 
Conservancy Magazine for future 
Hike-a-thon updates and details.  • 

Record-setting participation and fundraising made 
this year’s Hike-a-thon a wonderful success. 

Bruce Trail Hike-a-thon 2026

Hike-a-thon 2026 Prize Winners:  
• Most Funds Raised by an Individual: 

Smadar Junkin 

• Most Funds Raised by a Team:  
The Strolling Stones SBTC Volunteers 

• Fundraising Draw Winner:  
Freddy Wang  

• Weekly Draw Winners:  
Rachel, Smadar, Steven, and Satomi   

Thank you to Baffin, Blue Mountain Resort, 
Hockley Valley Resort, KEEN Canada, Krista 
McMillan, and Vintage Hotels for your 
generous prize donations.

Why Hike-a-thon?  
Hike-a-thoners Share  

Their Motivations...

“Here to play a small part in the protection, 
health, and longevity of a trail that I love. I 
have enjoyed the Bruce Trail and hope that 
those coming along after me will be able 
to enjoy it as well.”   – Syel G.

“Hiking on the Bruce Trail has supported 
my mental and physical wellbeing over the 
years and has provided opportunity for 
me to connect more deeply with nature, 
friends, family and myself … I am 
fundraising to help preserve this slice of 
paradise to years to come.”   – Jessica D.

“I’ve joined the Bruce Trail Hike-a-thon 
because this trail has shaped how I see the 
land. Along the Niagara Escarpment, I’ve 
come to understand the stories held in 
stone, forest, and water – stories that 
stretch back long before us. This challenge 
is my way of giving back to a place that 
has given me so much.”  – Annette S.

“If all goes to plan, I’ll be finishing my first 
End-to-End of the trail this month, which 
has been 11 years in the making! With this 
milestone on the horizon I’ve been 
thinking a lot about the ways I want to 
give back to the Trail.”   – Christine E.
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Stephen has hiked across the top of the former 
Talisman Mountain Resort many times over the 
years, so he was thrilled when he heard that the 
Bruce Trail Conservancy had secured the 
property and would be permanently protecting 
and restoring its ecosystems.  

    As a long-standing member, volunteer and monthly donor, 
Stephen has supported the Bruce Trail Conservancy’s mission 
for decades. When the opportunity arose to help protect the 
Talisman property, he decided to deepen that commitment by 
making a gift of securities – a donation that allowed him to 
have an even greater impact while receiving significant tax 
benefits. 

    “The Talisman property inspired me to reach my next level 
of giving. It was an opportunity to support a wonderful 
acquisition while saving considerably on taxes.  
    “My securities had experienced a significant capital gain 
over time. I knew that if I were to sell the shares, I would be 
taxed 50% on the gain. By gifting them directly to the Bruce 
Trail Conservancy rather than selling them, the capital gains 
tax was eliminated.  
    “I also received a full tax credit for the donation, and the 
amazing feeling that comes with knowing I’ve helped secure 
precious Escarpment land in an area experiencing 
development pressures.” 
 

Learn more about donating securities at 

brucetrail.org/ways-to-give/#Gifts-of-Securities 

Donating Securities:  
Creating lasting impact with a tax-effective gift 
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https://brucetrail.org/ways-to-give/#Gifts-of-Securities


Long before European explorers sought a route between two 
great oceans, Inuit knew these northern waters as home, 
navigating by sea ice, stars, and story. Their deep knowledge 
shaped every map that followed. When European expeditions 
arrived in search of the fabled Northwest Passage, they 
entered a world already charted through generations of 
memory and experience. Today, the Passage remains a place 
where traditional knowledge and adventure meet, revealing 
that discovery begins by listening to those who were here first.

How did the search for a 

northern route change what 

the world thought it knew?

© Scott Forsyth

$500 off for The Bruce Trail Conservancy members. 
Visit advcan.ca/btc2 or scan the qr code to explore  
our available journeys. Call us at 1.800.363.7566

TICO Reg# 4001400
Northwest Passage
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NIAGARA 
Map 4 - Jim Rainforth Side Trail, reroute 
A segment of the Jim Rainforth Side Trail 
has been slightly rerouted to avoid a wet 
section of trail. 
New side trail length = 960 m 

 
IROQUOIA 
Map 8 – Dundas Valley Side Trail and reroute 
A portion of main Bruce Trail in Dundas 
Valley Conservation Area has been 
rerouted and a new side trail has been 
established leading to a parking area (P3), 
providing vehicular access off  
Governors Rd. 
Decommissioned Main Trail = 740 metres not 
displayed on map 
New Main Trail = 1.2 km 
Dundas Valley Side Trail = 330 metres 

Trail Changes & Notices J U N E  AU G U S T 2026, P O S T E D I T I O N 31

F O R T H E L AT E S T T R A I L C H A N G E A N D N OT I C E S, V I S I T B R U C E T R A I L.O R G/T R A I L_C H A N G E S

Trail Changes & Notices are online and in the Bruce Trail App 
Visit brucetrail.org/trail_changes for the latest changes, searchable  
by Map Number, Club Section, and even by text in the description.  
Download the Bruce Trail App to have the most up-to-date trail data  
on your mobile device.  

Parking Reservations Required 
Seasonal paid parking and required reservations are 
in place at some parks and conservation areas along 
the Bruce Trail. For details visit brucetrail.org/ 
explore-the-trail/#parking-and-transportation 

Map 10 – Guelph Line and No 1 Sideroad, 
reroute 
The main Bruce Trail at Guelph Line and 
No. 1 Sideroad has been rerouted. 
Old Main Trail distance = 820 metres 
New Main Trail distance = 820 metres 

Map 10 – River & Ruin Side Trail low water 
route decommissioned 
The low water route on the River & Ruin 
Side Trail has been decommissioned. 

 
 
TORONTO 
Map 13 – Silver Creek area, reconfiguration 
and new parking  
Following the BTC’s acquisition of two new 
protected natural areas in the Silver Creek 
area, a major trail reconfiguration has taken 
place and two new recommended parking 

locations have been confirmed. 
This reconfiguration has routed the Main 
Trail on a more natural route, removing 
1.2 km of trail from Sixth Line and a fur-
ther 720 metres from a stretch paralleling 
Highway 7.  
 
TRAIL DISTANCES 
New Main Trail = 7.8 km 
Sixth Line Side Trail = 480 metres 
Beeney Creek Side Trail = 820 metres 
Snows Creek Side Trail = 3.6 km 
Silver Creek Side Trail = 620 metres 
Maureen Smith Side Trail = 2.9 km 
 
NEW ROADSIDE PARKING 
1 Sixth Line south: East side of Sixth Line, opposite 

the point where the main Trail meets the road;   
5 car capacity; N 43.662205 °, W 79.990407 ° 

2 Sixth Line north: West side of Sixth Line,  
immediately south of Highway 7; 3 car capacity; 
N 43.666155°, W 79.995902° 

To be legally parked, all cars must be completely off 
the pavement and on the shoulder of the road. 

https://brucetrail.org/trail_changes
https://brucetrail.org/trail_changes
https://brucetrail.org/explore-the-trail/#parking-and-transportation
https://brucetrail.org/explore-the-trail/#parking-and-transportation
https://brucetrail.org/bruce-trail-app
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CALEDON HILLS 
Map 19 – Whitetail Refuge Nature Reserve, 
temporary reroute 
In preparation for a stream restoration 
project on BTC’s Whitetail Refuge Nature 
Reserve, the main Bruce Trail has been 
rerouted on the property, and the 
Springwater Side Trail is temporarily 
closed. For details on the stream restora-
tion, visit brucetrail.org/whitetail-refuge-
stream-restoration. 
Interim Bypass = 190 metres 

 
 
BLUE MOUNTAINS 
Map 24 – Mission Side Trail decommissioned 
The Mission Road Side Trail has been 
decommissioned. 

 
 
BEAVER VALLEY 
Map 25 - 12th Sideroad, reroute 
Thanks to the exceptional generosity of a 
local landowner, a safer and more scenic 
trail experience is now open to the public. 
This reroute has removed 680 metres of 
trail from the shoulder of 12th Sideroad. 

Map 26 – Talisman Forest Nature Reserve, 
reroute 
The main Bruce Trail at Talisman Forest 
Nature Reserve has been rerouted slightly 
to provide a better hiking experience. 
Old Main Trail distance = 802 metres 
New Main Trail distance = 735 metres 

 
PENINSULA 
Map 38 – Williams Caves area, temporary 
closure 
Bannister’s Hill Side Trail is closed until 
further notice. 

Maps 41 & 42 - Bruce Peninsula National 
Park, temporary closures 
Two sections of the main Bruce Trail 
within Bruce Peninsula National Park will 
be closed Oct. 30-Nov. 23, 2026 inclusive, 
while hunting and harvesting by Saugeen 
Ojibway Nation are underway. 
The temporarily closed sections are: 
1. Crane Lake Road km 125.4 to Halfway Dump 

Side Trail km 139.5 
2. Junction with Marr Lake Trail km 145.3 to Little 

Cove km 156.1 •
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https://brucetrail.org/whitetail-refuge-stream-restoration
https://brucetrail.org/whitetail-refuge-stream-restoration


$5,000–$9,999 

Michelle Clarke 

R. & C. Cooper Family 

Jan DeGrijs 

Lidia & Mike Finlayson 

Ron & Sheila Gatis 

Louis & Judy Gaudier 

KEEN Canada Outdoors 
Inc. 

Anne Kieffer 

Michael Pierrynowski & 
Mary Ann O’Brien 

Holly Richardson 

Andrew Stewart 

Martha Taylor & Ed Fowler 

Wood Roberts Family Fund 

Laura Young 

2 Anonymous Donors 

 

$1,000–$4,999 

C. Archer 

Audrey Armstrong & Willy 
Waterton 

Avis-Haley Family 

Baffin Inc. 

Nathan Bain 

Dennis & Patricia Baker 

Ball Eadie Family 
Foundation 

Christina Bardes 

Donna Bennink & George 
Kadoke 

Patricia Bentley & John 
Dales 

The Berg Family Fund 

Linda Bertrand 

Helen & Alan Billing 

Paul & Elaine Blythe 

Calgary Foundation 

Cavelti Family Foundation 

Patricia Colton & Paul 
Kurdyak 

Community Foundation 
Grey Bruce 

Leon Cramer 

Robert Crockford & 
Rosemary Russell 

Rolph Davis 

Michael & Honor de 
Pencier Fund 

Jorn Diedrichsen 

Paul Fieguth 

Christine Foote 

John Francis & Wanda 
Thompson 

Aden & Sheryl Frey 

Frances Frisken 

Jim Garrow 

Goldman Sachs Services 
(Canada) Corp. 

Martin Griffith 

Mark Hallman 

Rick Helmes-Hayes 

David Holmes & Family 

Mary Angela Holmes & 
Paul Hoggarth 

Blain & Marjorie Horsley 

David Howden 

OUR GENEROUS DONORS  
The Bruce Trail Conservancy extends deepest gratitude to all our donors whose generous support 
we rely on to protect, steward and connect people to the Niagara Escarpment.  
While gifts of $250 or more receive recognition in Bruce Trail Conservancy Magazine, every gift, regardless of the amount, 
makes an impact. Together we are preserving a ribbon of wilderness, for everyone, forever. 
Sincere thanks to the following donors whose support was received April 1 to June 30, 2026.
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$10,000 and above

Estate of Richard Armstrong  

David Auger  

Beaver Valley Bruce Trail Club  

Zita & Mark Bernstein Family 
Foundation  

Dale & Cheryl Brubacher-
Cressman Gifting Fund 

Ca-Al Foundation  

Caledon Hills Bruce Trail Club  

Estate of Denis M. Conway  

Fleming Foundation  

Mary & Paul Ford  

Robert & Melanie Gilbert  

Cathie Green  

Griggs Family Foundation c/o 
Toronto Foundation 

David Job & Joan Walters  

The J. Forbes Knight Charitable 
Foundation 

Peter Long  

Estate of John Matson  

McCammon Family Foundation  

The McLean Foundation  

Grant & Marilyn Minard  

Benjamin & Stephanie Minett  

Niagara Bruce Trail Club  

Estate of Akira Omatsu  

Ontario Conservation 
Accelerator  

Tony Paine & Susan Collacott  

Rosemary Petrie  

Bruce Smith & Linda Amos  

Bill & Audrey Snel  

Stoneyfield Foundation  

Sydenham Bruce Trail Club  

6 Anonymous Donors

Donation of Land:
Town of The Blue Mountains



Ronald Hunt & Ruth 
Oswald & Family 

Tim Johnson 

Dennis Jones & Herta 
Ziemann 

Gerry & Rose Karker 

Daryl Keays & Maureen 
McGuigan 

Norma King 

Marjorie Kowalchuk 

Heather Latto & Family 

Diana Laubitz 

D. Keith Laushway 

George Lorenz 

Sheila MacMahon & Bob 
Watson 

Nancy Martin & Charles 
Conlon 

Munich Reinsurance 
Company of Canada 

Henry & Diane Nelles & 
Family 

Pamela & Howard 
Newman 

Barbara Palmer & Bob 
Fletcher 

Bruce Palmer 

J. & V. Parke Family 
Foundation 

Norma Piggott 

Susan Pike & Michael 
Kavanagh & Family 

Jeffrey Ponsford 

Susan Pouget 

Estate of Gordon C. 
Preston 

Peter & Gail Pritchard 

Catherine Quart 

Toni & Son Quinn 

Quinn+Partners Inc. 

Don & Aggie Ramsden 

Gregory Richardson 

Riggenbach-Courtney 
Foundation 

Charlotte Russell 

Teri Russell-Hill 

Claire Sandoe 

Ron & Patricia Savage 

Matthew R. Scanlan 
Democracy Fund 

Penny Scheuneman 

 

Jack & Jennifer 
Schoenmakers 

Jim & Eileen Scott 

Robert W. Sears 

Trudy Senesi 

Dr. Alex Sevigny 

Joseph & Tawny Sinasac 

Kathy, Kristi & Blair 
Smith 

Smith’s Funeral Homes 

The Stibbard Family 

Glen & Debra Swire 

David & Gloria Sykes 

Rodney Taylor 

Edward & Rosa Tsang 

Frances Turner & Michael 
Murray 

Tom & Annette Urlocker 
Family Fund - In 
Memory of our son 
Patrick 

Lenore Walters 

Felix Wan 

George Wark & Family 

Trudy Weier 

Dorothy & Gerd Wengler 

Donna Whittier & Jim 
Dyer 

Steve Woolven 

Laura & Tom Wright 

14 Anonymous Donors 

 

$500–$999  
Claire Angus 

Anne & Phill Armstrong 

Barbara Bartle & Richard 
Smythe 

Salome Bauman 

Trevor Bauman 

Jim Beamish & Family 

Campbell Beatson 

Pat Beaudoin 

Sabine Behnk & Steven 
Furino 

Christine Bolus-Reichert 
& Family 

Harkiran Boparai 

Lan Borg 

Heather & Wayne 
Brassem 

Donna Brazelton 

Lori Bremner 

Alex Brown 

David & Susan Burch & 
Family 

Anna Burko 

Wendy Bye & Family 

Mauro Campanelli 

Robert A. Campbell Giving 

Karen & Andrew Cartmell 

Richard Charters 

Mark Cheetham 

Gordon Chu 

Correll Foundation 

Glenn Davies 

Mike & Elisabeth Dawes 

Barbara Euler 

Stewart Forrest & Family 

Claude Fox-Revett 

Edward Freeman 

Jack Freiburger 

Robert Geier 

Michael & Rita Hafeman 

Thomas Hall & Laura 
Browne 

Victoria Hand 

Gail Hansen 

Kristin Hanson & Jeff 
McLeod & Family 

Kathie Heslip 

Janine Higgins 

Mark R. Holden 

Scott & Lisa Hube 
Foundation 

David & Margaret Hull 

Shelley Kempling 

Mary & William Kennedy 

Kate Kerr-Lawson 

Greg Korber 

Melissa & Ken Krakar & 
Family 

Teri Kramer 

Ben Kriz 

Bruce Krushelnicki & 
Anne Kubu 

Nancy Kumpf 

Liz Lamb 

Gayle Laws 

Steve & Janice Leis 

Matthew Liddle 

Chris Lynch 

Christie MacInnes 

Ivor Mansell 

Manulife 

Eileen Martin 

Joëlle Martin 

Peter Martin 

Dave & Bev Matthews 

Lisa McCartan 

David & Linda McKay & 
Family 

Jennifer McNicol 

Christian Medved 

Carolyn Miller 

The Bill & Cecilie Moses 
Family 

Brendan Murphy & Erin 
Davidge 

Hiedi & John Murray 

Thelma Nita 

Margaret Northfield 

Agnes Nowaczek 

Laura Pisko & Don 
Warrington 

Kara & Bruce Plummer 

Elizabeth Randell & 
Family 

Raymond Raw & Family 

Claire Reade & Earl 
Steinberg 

Julia Reade & Rob Duncan 

Alex Reid 

Ashley Richards 

Anthony Riggs 

Ian & June Robertson 

Maura Rowat 

Eva Rucki & Family 

Charlotte 
Schwartzentruber & 
John Holmes & Family 

Philip Seymour 

Mark Shafir 

Colin Sham 

Sandra Smith & Bernard 
Beard 

Dave Sohal 

Malcolm Speirs 

Edward Spencer & Family 

Daphne Stapleton 

Jonathan Stewart & 
Family 

Stephen Swatridge 

Kenneth Taylor 

Ann Tekatch 

Peter Van Dillen & 
Kathryn Wherry 

Paul Van Katwyk 

Isadora van Riemsdijk 

Sharon & David Wadley 

Lucy Wang 

Helen & Fred Welsh 

Michael Winship & 
Family 

Bruce Winter 

Shelley Wood Dunn 

Thomas Woodley 

Barbara Yake & George 
Norville 

Barbara Yeo 

Martin Young 

16 Anonymous Donors 

 

$250–$499 

Margaret & Albert Abbink 

Marie Adam 

Lynn Allen & Hamish 
Duthie 

Thomas & Candace Allen 

Gloria Altmann 

Jennifer Babe 

Alan & Marian Badgery & 
Family 

Bernd Baldus 

Brendon Barker 

Carolyn Barnes 

John Borley 

Philippe Bourdeau 

Kevin Braiden 

Jennifer Brasch 

James Brown & Dinah 
Shields & Family 

Walter Brunner 

Peter Bryce & Family 

Jennifer Buchanan 

Caroline Burgess & Family 

John Cameron 

Dean & Helen Campbell 

Brian & Kathryn Carey 

Erika Chamberlain 

Bill & Sharon Chapman 

Brent Clerk 

Michael Cole 
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OUR GENEROUS DONORS
$250–$499 (continued)
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Andrew Costley 

Susan Dahlgren 

Grant Davidson 

Michael Dawson 

H. De Brabandere 

Lynda Deboer 

Peter Dick 

Michelle Dionne 

Martin & Lorie Dixon 

Gail & Gary Donald 

Alex Donaldson 

Marco Durepos 

Ken Edwards & Family 

WSC Financial Solutions 

Bill Findlay 

Julie & Ken Fisher 

Craig Fleming 

Patricia J. Fleming Fund 
c/o Toronto Foundation 

Kevin Fortune 

Kathy Gambarotto 

Paul Gareau 

Margaret & Owen 
Glendon 

Alejandro Gonzalez 

Ronald Granger 

Sandra Green 

John Gregory 

Derek Griffin 

Jim & Lynda Griffin 

Patricia Hamilton 

Geoffrey Hancock 

Vi Harris & Family 

Michelene Hauber 

Jim & Elizabeth 
Hayakawa & Family 

Leslie Helston 

Lawrence Hildebrand 

Gail Hill 

Robert & Lisa Irish & 
Family 

Mary Jackson & Claus 
Rinnie 

David & Susan Johnson 

Kathy Johnston 

Bonita Jütte 

James Karr 

 

Andrew Kellman & 
Family 

Linda Koch 

Scott Kocher & Family 

Mark & Laurie Krempien 
& Family 

Wendy Kuenzel 

Thomas Langford 

Beatrice Lawford 

Bert Leeder 

David Leitch 

John & Lise Lea Leonard 
& Family 

Connie Lepp 

Jeffrey Levitt & Family 

Ian & Lisa MacRae & 
Family 

Chris McCulloch 

Subhash Mehta & Family 

Jane & Anthony Mei 

Ruth Meston 

Alan & Anne Morgan 

Anne Murray 

Bob Nadon & Kerry Lee 

Hamid Nasser 

Siu Kuen Rebecca Ng & 
Family 

Jim Oliver & Family 

Robert & Bernadette 
Orton & Family 

Lois Palmer 

Claudette Paquin 

Martha Parrott & Ken 
Kessler 

Kristi Pollard 

Janet Pounder & John 
Sproat & Family 

Mark & Mary Powell 

Anne-Marie Prendiville & 
John Gillies 

Daphne Rappard 

Phyllis Ratzlaff 

Sarah Rice & Chuck Hui 

Derek & Merle Richards 

Christopher & Eileen 
Rickard 

Máirín Ring 

Aaron Robinson 

 

Nancy Robinson & Jeff 
Hemming 

John & Barbara Rockx 

Brenda Rolfe 

Nina & Edward Roy 

Mike Salmon & Susan 
Liver 

Amy & Greg Schneider 

Don Sexton & Family 

Perry Shearwood 

Dale Skvereckas 

Rolande & David Smith 

Ralf Soeder 

Jennifer & Carl Spiess 

Shannon Stephens 

Margot Stevens & Family 

Gedt Stucke 

Angela & Nicholas 
Terpstra 

William & Jette Thomas 
& Family 

Ken Thompson 

Peter Tihanyi 

Ronald Todd 

Peter Tuffner 

Shirley Vandenberg 

Harry Vanderveen 

Evelyn Veale 

Marion & Paul Vincett 

Gary Waddington & 
Family 

Sandra & David Walton-
Ball 

John & Joan Wearing 

Albert & Winnie 
Wiebenga 

Karen Wilken 

Paul Willsteed 

Chris Wren 

Liora Zimmerman 

Vince & Mary Zvonar 

16 Anonymous Donors 

 

Monthly Donors 

Roger Adamiec 

Jason Adams 

Ian Adare & Family 

Leslie Alexander & Family 

Sam Anderson 

Ann & Lydell Andree 
Wiebe & Family 

John Armstrong & 
Rosemary Barrett & 
Family 

Christopher Bain & Tom 
McNeil 

Gerald Bakker 

Neil Baldwin 

Annette Balgord 

Teresa Barich 

Timothy Bartley 

Patricia Barton 

Tony & Joan Barton 

Pier-Giorgio Bassi 

Margaret Bates 

Deborah Bauder 

John Bauer 

Martha Bauer 

George Baxter 

Steve & Jean Baxter 

Victoria Baylis & Family 

John Bedford 

Karen Bergmann 

Susan Beuerman 

Susan Bigland-Witton 

Heidi Bischof 

Maarten Bloemen & 
Family 

Bloom Depot Inc. 

Peter Blythe 

Laurel & Barrie Boatman 

Reed Bodwell 

Peter & Margot Bogdon & 
Family 

Marina Bokovay 

Kim Bolton & Family 

Karla Bondy & Peter 
Morin 

Darrah Borinaga 

Barbara J. Borthwick 

Pamela Boutilier & 
Family 

Isabel Bravo & David 
Pomeroy & Family 

Walter & Janet Brewer 

Cameron Brown 

Jonathan Brubacher 

Carol Budge 

Bill & Marjorie Buhlman 

Jeanne Bullock 

Tracy Burk 

John Butt 

Todd Caldwell & Shaun 
Moore 

Ewan Cameron 

Emma Campbell 

Louise Carberry 

Fleur Careil 

Mike Caron 

Stephen & Donna 
Carpenter 

Malcolm & Susan Carr 

Irene & John Carroll 

John Carswell 

Nicole Carter 

Peter Cavanagh 

June Chambers & Family 

Bernie Chan 

Kit Chapman & Robert 
Zachary 

Elliot Cheng 

Gary Cherniak & Family 

Fernanda Cieri & Family 

Alyssa Cirtwill 

F. Warner Clarke 

Jeff Clarke 

Andrew Clarkson & 
Family 

Jane Clifford 

Sue Clouse-Jensen 

Daniel & Wendy 
Coleman 

Julie Conquer 

Soren Coulson 

Matthew Cox 

Doug & Nan Cressman 

Andrew Crober & Marsha 
Hunter & Family 

Mary Lou Cronan 

Doug & Loreen 
Cumming & Family 

Bernadette & Peter Curtis 

Joe & Teresa Dale 

Deborah Danis 

Elizabeth Darling 
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Colleen Darrell & 
Gregory Huffman 

Janet Davey 

Victor Davis 

Albert De Jong & Family 

Edward Dean 

Lynda Deboer 

Diane Delaney & Family 

Kathleen Denomy & 
Mark Brett 

Heather Di Marco 

Verity Dimock & Family 

Jennifer, Jeremy & Abby 
Dinning 

Lynn & Peter Dobson 

Daphne Gaby Donaldson 

Hilary Donaldson 

Anne Dragicevic 

Michael Druker 

Josee Duckett 

Margaret Duff & James 
Kraemer 

Scott Duggan & Maya 
Ahmad & Family 

Duncan Family 

Beth Dupuis 

Paula Dupuy 

Angela Eady & Michael 
Root 

Mitchell Eckert 

Gordon Edgar 

Richard Edwards 

Tom & Linda Edwards 

David & Jody Eikelboom 

Clare Elchuk 

Jennifer Eliasmith 

Grant Elliott 

P. Gail Elliott 

Rod Engeland 

Mike Erison 

Marlene Etherington 

Barbara Euler 

Gregory M. Evans 

Carol Ewles 

Joanne Fallowfield & 
Family 

Mary Federau & David 
Hass 

 

Elizabeth Fedorkow & 
David Alles 

Mary Ferguson & Murray 
Wardell 

Moira Ferguson & Family 

Penny Finkbeiner 

Gary Foote & Family 

Greg & Alice Forbes 

Jeffrey Forgrave 

Stewart Forrest & Family 

Neil Foster & Alicia Jeffery 

Annemarieke & Stephen 
Foster 

James Fox 

Barbara Frey 

Klaus & Rosanne 
Fritzsche 

Douglas & Marilyn Fuller 

Bill & Mary Elizabeth 
Fulton 

Jonathan Fung 

Hanne Fynbo 

Robin Garrett 

Marien Gehrels 

Mark Gemmill & Melissa 
Farquhar 

Alexandru & Aniko Gereb 

Vicki Gerth 

Boris Gheihman 

Sherry Giavedoni 

Cecilia Gibbons & Family 

Heather Gibson 

Donna Gierszewski 

Jake Gilbert & Family 

Melissa Gillingham 

Ann Godkin 

Matthew Gooyers 

Jan Graves & Family 

Marg Greaves 

Heather Grieve 

Martin Griffith 

Vasily Grigorovskiy 

Abigail Guthro 

Terry Haalboom 

Michael & Rita Hafeman 

Stephen Hardacre 

David Harding 

Anne & Neil Harrison 

Jennifer Hau 

Bruce G. Hearns 

Jeff & Karen Heisz & 
Family 

Darren Henderson 

Gail Henderson Brown 

Jane & Ian Hendrie 

Richard M. Hendriks 

Savage Herington 

Richard Hessler 

Ted Higginbotham 

Andrew Higgins 

Rochelle Hildebrand 

Matthew Hoffman & 
Lena Mortensen 

Mark Holden 

Armaity Homavazir 

John Horman & Cheryl 
Prime & Family 

Guy Horne 

Monica Hypher 

Vid Ingelevics & Anne 
Egger 

Celeste Ireland 

Barbara Jackel 

Stephanie Jacklin 

Cherie Jackson 

William Jackson 

Steven Jacobs & Katie 
Saunders 

Jenny Jayavel 

Jean & Andrew 

Bert & Mary Jenkins 

Caitlin Johnson 

Dani Johnston 

David Johnston & Gladys 
Chen & Family 

Mark & Rochelle 
Johnstone & Family 

Jane Jolly 

Smadar Junkin 

Catherine & Dan 
Kaloutsky 

Robina Kaposy 

Daryl Keays & Maureen 
McGuigan 

Patricia Keffer 

Jennifer Keir 

 

Jeanne Keldson & Errol 
MacKenzie 

Jean Kerins 

Brian Kerr & Family 

Cathy M. Kidston 

Minseok Kim & Family 

Dennis Kinio 

Ray Kinoshita 

Eddy & Gwen 
Kloosterboer 

Patricia Knight 

Alex Kraas 

John Kranyics 

Mary-Ann Kruse 

Ernie & Moni 
Kuechmeister 

Nicholas Kuhl 

Kuhtey Family 

Wai-Man Kwan 

Alkarim & Madhavi 
Ladha & Family 

Ben Lafreniere & Valerie 
Busch & Family 

David Lamb 

Brian Laube 

Karen Laurence 

Edward Lautsch 

Gayle Laws 

Kate Lazier & Jane Pyper 

Mary Lee 

Peter & Judy Leeney 

Theresa Leitch 

Candice Lepage 

Terri LeRoux & Family 

Brandon Levac & Family 

Christine Lewis 

Patrice & Bruce Lindsay 

Janet & Spencer Linwood 

Louella Lobo 

Samuel Low-Chappell 

Cristina Lupu 

Maureen Lynn 

Stephanie MacDonald 

Chris MacNaughton & 
Marilyn O’Rourke 

Greg Malicki 

James Malin 

Namrata Manjhi 

Nancy & Robert Mann 

Pat & Steve Manske 

Cathy Mark & Stephen 
Caissie 

Diane Martello 

Laurel & Philip Martin & 
Family 

Michael & Nicole Martin 

David Mathieson 

Catherine May 

Darryl May 

Leslie McBeth & Family 

James McCallum 

Janice McClelland 

John & Elizabeth 
McCullam 

Jamie McDonald 

Michael McDonald & 
Leigh Kirschner & 
Family 

Terry & Laura McDonald 

Mary & David McEwen 

Maureen McFarland 

P. Lynn McFerran 

Mary McGee & Andrew 
(Jack) Lee 

Bonnie McInnes & Grant 
Ranalli 

Adam McInnis 

Diane McKenzie 

Kevin McLean 

Richard & Karen McLean 

Julie McManus & Family 

Mike McShane 

Ash Metzloff 

Gail Meyer 

Robert & Leslie Michel 

Aaron Miedema 

Darryl Minard & Family 

Elizabeth Mitchell 

Eugene Mlynczyk 

Ruth Moffatt 

Malcolm Moore 

Rocio Morales 

Kathryn Morawetz & Ted 
Moriarty & Family 

Susannah Morrison 

David Moule & Sally 
Cohen 



OUR GENEROUS DONORS

Ken & Sue Mullings 

William & Brenda 
Murphy & Family 

Liz Murray 

Wayne Murray 

Flora Nadafi 

Thomas Neal & Family 

Anne Neary 

Jeff Negrave 

Bill Nestorovich 

Kristina Nethercott 

Janet Newlands 

Pamela & Howard 
Newman 

Linda Ng 

Ian & Linda Nielsen-
Jones 

Joan Nuffield & Family 

Nels Nyman 

Margaret O’Dell 

Gary Oksanen 

Owen O’Neill 

Darlene Ormsby & 
Family 

Kim & Sheldon Ort 

Mike Osborn & Ros 
Rossetti 

Jamie Osborne 

Matthew Overton 

Keith Oxby 

The Panko Family 

Claudette Paquin 

Scott Parker 

Kyra Paterson & Family 

Rosa Pattison 

Linda Paul 

Bo & Brian Penny 

Ann Percival 

Kim & Mike Peters & 
Family 

Wynn Peterson 

Rosemary Petrie 

Patricia Petruga 

Nathalie Pierre-Louis 

Genevieve H. Plank 

Doug Pole & Sharon Hay-
Pole & Family 

Jeffrey Ponsford 

Diane Pope 

David Port 

Peter Prior 

Zhuli Qiu & Family 

Dave Quehl & Val 
Robertson 

Colin & Sarah Rang 
Darcel 

Alex Reid 

Chris Reid 

Jeannine Renaud 

Christine Riedel 

Claire Rivlin & Patrick 
Speissegger 

Kirk Roberts & Family 

Ian Robertson 

Ian & June Robertson 

Chris Robinson 

Sandi Robinson 

Angela Rocchi 

Paul Roney & Joanne 
Wright 

Jennifer Ross 

David Ruppel 

Donna Rutherford 

Mooyoul Ryu 

Rolande Sarabia 

Craig Saunders & Jennie 
Worden & Family 

Thomas Sawchyn 

Bernardino Scala 

Frank Schoenhoeffer 

David Schuurman 

Bob Seaton 

Jason & Melissa Secord 

Jacob Serilla 

Elizabeth Seymour 

Irina Shadricheva 

Lorraine Sherred 

Nancy Sherwin 

Ray & Mary Shier 

Glen Simpson 

Janice Simpson & Richard 
Andrews 

Sylvia Simpson 

John Sinclair 

Leslie Sinclair & Bruce 
Brown 

Aaron Smith & Victoria 
Bye & Family 

Robert Smith 

Jill Smith-Brodie & David 
Brodie 

Robert Smythe 

Kathy Snarr &  Brock 
MacDonald 

Catherine Sobocan 

Wendy Southall 

Talia Speigel 

The Staite Family 

Paul & Dora Stanbury 

Eileen Stark 

Susan Stechly 

Darlene Stericker 

Monthly Donors (continued)
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Anyone can leave a legacy.

You don’t have to choose between 
your favourite charity and family. 

 
You can do both. 

Visit willpower.ca/bruce-trail-conservancy 

Leaving a gift in your Will has never been easier. 
 

We’ve partnered with Epilogue Wills, Canada’s only online Will platform founded by experienced estate planning lawyers.  
You can complete your Will online in as little as 20 minutes and from the comfort of your own home.  

BTC members receive a 50% discount.  
 

Visit http://epiloguewills.com/give/btc to get started 

https://willpower.ca/bruce-trail-conservancy
http://epiloguewills.com/give/btc


TRIBUTE GIFTS
Gifts were received to honour these special people:

A P R I L  1    J U N E  3 0 ,  2 0 2 6

Gifts were received in memory of:

Muriel E. Anderson 
Robert S. Anderson 
Terry Kenneth Anderson 
MaryLou Baker 
Judy Barlow 
Gary A. Beaudoin 
Laurel Boatman 
Clark Brenzil 
Adriaan Brusse 
Kristen Marie M. Bugeja 
The Carroll Family 
Thomas Clarke 
Lynne Davies 
Kelso De La Cocagne 
Hal Devins 
Peter Elendt 
Stan Gasner 
Susana GB 
Pamela Helmes-Hayes 
Caitlin Howald 
Kevin James 
Valerie Johnston 
Raymond Keays 
J. Kevin Kelleher 
Marinus Koole 
Eileen Laing 

Zan Mae Laing 
Henry Leistner 
Lucy Leung 
Roger Liddle 
Dury Luong 
Susan Mary Maddeaux 
Robin Magill 
Benjamin J. Martin 
Frank McEnaney 
Gabrielle McIlveen 
Connor McKenzie 
Peter Wylie McKinnon 
Kevin McNamara 
Nancy McPherson 
Peggy Moody 
Joan Newcombe 
Ruth Evelina Norman 
Annie Oliver 
Gord Pepin 
Penelope “Penny” Perry 
Theresa Pierrynowski 
Ruth Pincoe 
Monika Plewes 
Adam Pope 
Dan Prue 
Elizabeth Ripley 

William H. Ripley 
Ronald K. Ritchie 
Edna Suzanne Robertson 
Maryke Roest 
James Ryan 
Beth Simmt 
Ian Sone 
George K. Spears 
Stan & Phyllis Spier 
Alex Stewart 
Karen Tompa 
Patrick Urlocker 
J. Denis White 
Fred Young 
Shirley Young 
Herta Ziemann 
Roman Zurba 
Brian Stouck 
Bryan Vallie 
Georgia Volker 
Lyne Waddington 
Gary Ward 
Karen Wetmore 
Tyler Wiese 
Andrew Zabel
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Evelyn B. Agnew 
Christopher Allen 
Barry Colbert 
Diane Hanson 
Anne Woodhouse 
 
Anniversary 
Tom & Candy Allen 
Rob & Margie Reid 
Rick & Jeanette 
 
Birthday 
Patricia Anning Smith 
Peter Dick 
Paula Duarte Guaterman 
Stephen Freedhoff 
Liz Jankowski 
Trudy Kolb 
Anne Kubu 
Shelley Marks 
Jan Oudenes 

Doug Palmer 
Carol Parsons 
Nick Sopinka 
Daniel Stein 
Nenad Stetic 
Peter Thuerig 
Linda Vanmaar 
Eunice Vine 
Chris Webster 
Gary Wellman 
Greg Wilkinson 
 
Father’s Day 
Duncan N. McFadgen 
 
Mother’s Day 
Valerie Burke 
Máirín Ring 
 
Retirement 
Michael Heale 

Thanks 
Megan & Drè McAndrew 
William J. Overton 
Sokol Family 
Laura Tuohy 
 
Trail Angels 
Jonathan Fung 
Beaver Valley Bruce Trail 

Club 
Dufferin Hi-Land Bruce 

Trail Club 
Sydenham Bruce Trail 

Club 
Toronto Bruce Trail Club 
 
Wedding 
Avril & Richard 
Milvi Ester & Rob 

Steltman 
 
 

Miriam Stevens & Family 

Jonathon Stewart 

Patricia Stewart 

Peter Stewart 

Ann & Mike Stoten 

Robert Strang & 
Bernadette Hardaker & 
Family 

Jasmine Sun 

Brett Sura 

Patricia Swidinsky 

Patrick & Linda Taylor 

Terry Taylor 

William & Dalia Taylor 

James Tennant 

Erin Thadani 

Ian Thompson 

Ian Thompson 

John G. Thomson 

Sharon & Willard Thorne 

John R. Thornton 

Jill Thorp-Shepherd & 
Chris Shepherd 

Dave Till 

Brenda Tipper & Michael 
Sigal 

The Titgemeyer Family 

Anne Todd & Family 

Michael Treuman 

Tom Trimble 

Suzanne Truchan 

Andrew & Judith Turnbull 

Pamela Turnbull 

Darren & Charlotte 
Twyford & Family 

Kimberly Vale & Family 

John Van de Kamer & 
Lynda James & Family 

Paul Bernard Van de 
Kamer 

Douglas & Lynne van 
Zanden & Family 

Gloria Vidovich 

Peter Vincett 

George Vnoucek & 
Carolyn Welch 

Joseph Votto 

Katherine Vriend Dykstra 

Jacqueline Wakefield & 
Judi MacLeod 

Freddy & Terry Wang 

Karen Ward & Andre Kipin 

Patty Wasylchuk 

Timothy Watson 

Alison Wearing 

Donna & Robert Wells & 
Family 

Dorothy & Gerd Wengler 

Evelyn Westen & Family 

Mark & Cathy Whitcombe 

Janet White 

Colleen Winter 

M C Hastings & Irene 
Withers 

Glen & Karen Wood 

Karen & Al Wood 

Wanda Wray 

Ralf Wroblewski & Inge 
Eckerich 

Diane Wyman & Family 

Julia Wytsma 

Kathleen Yokom 

Catherine Yolles 

Martin Young 

Adrian & Janet Zenwirt 

Stephanie Zidel 

Suhail Zubaid-Ahmad & 
Faiza Suhail 

11 Anonymous Donors



B T C  S T O R E
C L O T H I N G  &  F U N  S T U F F
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BTC RAINBOW OF 
WILDERNESS BUFF   
95% recycled polyester, 
5% elastane. One size.  
$27

2027 BTC CALENDAR  
Featuring original Bruce Trail 
inspired artwork by various artists. 
Members $15 
Non-Members $18 

TALISMAN 
FOREVER CAP  
100% cotton. 
One size. 
$30 
 

NEW

NEW

NEW

BTC DIAMOND 
LOGO HOODIE   
100% ringspun cotton. 
Unisex sizes S-4XL. 
Members $52, 
Non-Members $57 
 

S E E O U R F U L L S E L E C T I O N O F P R O D U C TS A N D S H O P O N L I N E AT B R U C E T R A I L.O R G

TALISMAN FOREVER TEE  
100% cotton. Retail fit.  
Sizes S-3XL. 
$35 

RETRO MAP LONG SLEEVE SHIRT   
100% ringspun cotton. Blue spruce 
colour. Unisex sizing S-3XL. 
Members: $40 
Non-Members: $45 

QUICKDRY 
TRAIL CAP    
100% quick-dry 
nylon. One size.  
Members: $32 
Non-Members: $37 

RETURNING
ORANGE VINTAGE 
LOGO TOQUE   
100% acrylic. 
Members: $15 
Non-Members: $18 
 

RETURNING

RAINBOW OF  
WILDERNESS  
TOTE BAG  
Members $18,  
Non-Members $20 

ARROW  
ATHLETIC SOCKS  
80% cotton, 17% polyamide, 
3% elastane. 
Members $14,  
Non-Members $16

ENDTOEND BADGE PACKAGE    
All BTC Club End-to-End badges, plus 
the official End-to-End chevron badge, 
and a certificate recognizing completion 
of the entire Bruce Trail.  $90 
 

NEW

https://brucetrail.org/store


Bruce Trail Reference  
Maps and Trail Guide 
Edition 31 (published August 2023)  
The ultimate resource for your Bruce Trail 
adventures. Discover 42 maps and trail 
descriptions in a sturdy 6-ring binder.  
New sections on Escarpment Biodiversity, 
End-to-End Hiking and Dogs on the Trail. 
Laminated flora, fauna and fossil field 
guide included.  
Members $37.95, Non-Members $44.95.  

Bruce Trail App 
For iOS & Android devices. Plan, track 
and log your hikes on the Bruce Trail 
with the most up-to-date route 
information in the official Bruce Trail 
App. Download on the App Store or 
Google Play with a FREE 7-day trial.  
Details at brucetrail.org/bruce-trail-app 
$2.99/mth or $28.99/yr subscription 

Downloadable Bruce Trail Reference Maps (PDFs) 
Edition 31 – Individual Maps: 
Members $3.00, Non-Members $5.00 
Full set of 42 maps in a single download package: 
Members $27.95, Non-Members $34.95 

Bruce Trail Reference Guide Insert  
Edition 31 – All the same great content as the Bruce Trail Reference 
but without the binder or vinyl sleeve. Best suited for those who have 
a binder from a previous edition.  
Members $27.95, Non-Members $34.95.  

B T C  B O O K S H E L F

Bruce Trail  
Poster Map  
Printed on heavy stock, this 
beautiful poster map is perfect 
for hanging at home or at the 
cottage – maybe it will inspire 
your next Bruce Trail adventure! 
Poster Size: 23.94” x 35.94”  
$8.85 

ROCKY THE RACCOON 
EXPLORES THE NIAGARA 
ESCARPMENT  
$14.99

LAND BETWEEN WATERS 
$85.00

PROTECTING THE 
ONTARIO NIAGARA 
ESCARPMENT  
$35.00 

DUFFERIN HIKES: 
LOOPS & LATTES 
$29.95  

WALKING THROUGH TIME: 
BEAVER VALLEY, 2ND 
EDITION   
Members $32.00,  
Non-Members $35.00
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BRUCE TRAIL STORIES:  
1962-1967 MEMOIRS/VIGNETTES   
by BTC Co-founder and Honorary 
President, Philip R. Gosling 
$19.95

40 DAYS & 40 HIKES 
$26.95

ON ALL ORDERS OVER $100 WITHIN CANADA OVER $150 FOR US ORDERS; OVER $200 FOR INTERNATIONAL ORDERS

F R E E  S H I P P I N G  AVA I L A B L E

To order from our extensive collection of books  
please call 905-529-6821 or visit brucetrail.org

M A P S  &  G U I D E S

https://brucetrail.org/bruce-trail-app
https://brucetrail.org/store
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Join us at one of nine free Bruce Trail Day events this October 4 to celebrate our 
incredible Trail and the many ways it brings communities and nature together.  
 
Learn more inside on page 8 or visit brucetrail.org/bruce-trail-day-2026 
 

Bruce Trail Day  – October 4, 2026 

Together on the Trail

https://brucetrail.org/bruce-trail-day-2026



