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What is a legacy?

Å A gift of money or possessions; 
transfer of assets; inheritance



4 Pillars of Legacy

2005 Allianz Life Insurance Study:

Å Values and life lessons
Å Personal possessions of emotional value
Å Wishes and directions to be fulfilled
Å Financial assets/real estate

Source: http://legacytracker.com/2014/05/26/ethical-wills-place/

http://legacytracker.com/2014/05/26/ethical-wills-place/


The impact of legacy

2012 Allianz Life Insurance Study:

Å Family stories ς86% Boomers / 74% Elders
Å Personal possessions ς64% Boomers / 58% Elders
Å Expectation of inheritance for financial well-being 9% 

Boomers / 14% Elders

Source: http://legacytracker.com/2014/05/26/ethical-wills-place/

http://legacytracker.com/2014/05/26/ethical-wills-place/


[ŜƎŀŎȅ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻΧ

Å The actions you take in life, and 
how people will remember you

Å Influence that endures







What is a legacy letter?



An expression of your:

Å Core values and belief system
Å Life lessons
Å Hopes for the future



Why write a legacy letter?

¶Self-reflection 

¶Share your core beliefs and values

¶Reconciliation "It's not about how to achieve your 

dreams, it's about how to lead your life. If 

you lead your life the right way, the karma 

will take care of itself, the dreams will 
come to you.ò

Source: So Grows the Tree, Creating an Ethical Will, Jo Kline Cebuhar



¶Storytelling

ñThe Bruce Trail changed my life.  It lengthened my stride and gave joy to my life.ò 

ïDr. Philip Gosling, Bruce Trail Founder

Source: So Grows the Tree, Creating an Ethical Will, Jo Kline Cebuhar



¶Future aspirations

¶Supplement to a legal will & 

philanthropy 

(Legacy letter is not a legal 

document)
Photo by: Matteo Bidulph

Source: So Grows the Tree, Creating an Ethical Will, Jo Kline Cebuhar



Getting started

Å Content

Å Supporting elements

Å Creative layout


