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THE BEST OF THE BEST of the most beautiful features of this section, as it
penetrates a spectacular crevice.

The second problem to overcome was the

abundance of spreading yew that covered much of
the ground. This plant could not just be cut out; it

had to be literally pulled out of the ground by hand.

Ron Savage led work crew after work crew onto the
trail route; it took the best part of the summer to

complete.

Congratulations were extended to the Sydenham
Club as Ron accepted the award on behalf of all
those volunteers who had made the reroute possible.

The 2011 winner of the Susan Oleskevich
Award is John Hollingsworth of the Beaver Valley

The winner of the Tom East Awardis the Club.
Sydenham Club for its reroute which removed 2 km
off road and onto the optimum route. Several years
ago the BTC had acquired the Crevice Spring
property but it was isolated while the club
negotiated landowner permission with two owners
to the south.

Several problems made this section difficult tg
construct. One was the landowner to the south who
insisted that we stay on top of the Escarpment =
(because he hunted down below) and the landowner =
to the north who told us that we had to stay beloyw 3
the escarpment (because he logged on top). This ©
necessitated finding a route down the escarpment &
relatively close to the property line that separatgs &
the two holdings. This descent turned out to be one




Upon retiring to live full-time in the Valley, John

quickly volunteered to assist in trail maintenance.

He and his wife, Marie, became trail captains of th

very popular Old Baldy section and soon it was

brought to a very high standard. Over the past s
years, John has installed two benches at vista sit
above the valley, built boardwalks in wetter spots
and assisted in erecting two plaques honourin
donors to the BTC. He also suggested that the m3
Trail could be improved by building a side trail that
would form a loop from the parking lot. Now

named the Mac Kirk Side Trail (after another of the

pioneer trail builders from the 1960's), it has
successfully diverted traffic away from the main
Trail and slowed the erosive effects of the man
visitors who come to enjoy the fabulous view.

John took the chainsaw safety courses mac
available by the BTC, and very soon was assistin
all through the Beaver Valley section of trail.
During the construction of the Falling Water ang
Old Baldy North section of the Optimum Route,
John was always there, quick to volunteer, an
efficient in removing safely all the trees that
previously blocked the trail corridor. John has nowv
become the Beaver Valley Club's chainsawyer cre
chief, and in addition to his own cutting, is acting a
the monitor to help newly qualified sawyers ge
established as part of the club’s chainsaw team.

The Beaver Valley Club has benefitted from John®
carpentry and building skills. He readily volunteers
to assist, whatever the trall
development task.

Winner of the Philip - Jean Gosling Award
is Dufferin Hi-Land Club’s boardwalk.
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A CLOSER LOOK AT THE TRAIL

At this September’'s BTC AGM, John Grandy when
presenting the Gosling Award for environmental
considerations in trail work began by referring to a
submission which did not win, but illustrated a
striking improvement to the Trail. In one place
Caledon had moved the Trail from an open meadow
to a pine woods, thus making it more attractive as
well as decreasing our environmental impact and
the amount of maintenance work required each
summer.

It is such a micro-reroute that each club should
think about when looking at its current footpath.
Small changes can mean a lot!

Just because we have a Trail on secured land does
not mean that it is the best route.

Another good example to me is the 2011 reroute at
the Bruce Peninsula National Park that moves the
Trail to the headland at Halfway Rock Point. The
viewpoint here is truly one of the best along the
entire Trail, especially as one looks west along the
shoreline to Overhanging Point. The reroute is less
than a half kilometer in length, but it is a rich
addition to the beauties of the Bruce Trail in this
area. The former route may have been acceptable,
but it missed the spectacular features opened up by
the reroute.

Hopefully, such changes will inspire other clubs to
look at the location of their Trail and to see if small
modifications could effect a significant change in

the Escarpment experience. Just because the trail
route has existed in one place for some time does
not mean that it is the best route. Of course the
usual process for any trail changes such as
landowner and Trail Director’s approvals will be
necessary, but small changes can have a significant
impact.

Why not take a closer look at “your Trail” to see
what “little changes” could be implemented?

Ross McLean



