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PUTTING THE LAST TOUCHES
TO 8 WEEKS OF BLAZING

What started on the first week of June ig
now near complete - 120 kilometres of main trail re|
blazed and up to a standard acceptable, I'm sure,
any critical eye; straight edges, sharp corners, we
positioned, the right dimensions and sparkling fresi
Approximately 4500 blazes painted. It took 20
volunteers over 700 hours to complete the task.
speaks volumes on how our volunteers feel abo
the Bruce Trail. The walk from Grimsby to Kelso is

BUT IT WASN'T ONLY
BLAZING

THAT KEPT OUR
VOLUNTEERS BUSY
THIS PAST SUMMER.

A new re-route near Beamer Falls was
opened. It seems that a part of the escarpment
to insists on working its way down to the banks of 40-
Il mile creek - 5 tonne rocks and all, over a period of
. time, ever so slowly but ever so surely. Our

volunteers felt it was in everyone’s best interest to
It move a small section of the trail to higher ground
Ut and keep our hikers out of harms way.

now, shall we say, well delineated.



AND DOESN'T THIS LOOK LIKE
AN INTERESTING PROJECT

Not obvious in this picture, at the root-end

of this massive tree that came down over the trdi

this past summer, there’s a significant drop off th
edge of the escarpment. Not knowing what’s below
our sawyers thought it best to keep the tree in it
entirety on top of the escarpment. But how dq
hikers get around the tree? Our volunteers came
with this idea; keep the tree intact but carve out
centre piece so that hikers can easily step over.
also serves as a nice place to sit for a while an
enjoy a salami sandwich.

IT SEEMS THAT STEPS
ALWAYS NEED FIXING

Photos by Richard Pomeroy

Over time stairs need repairing; t-bar works
its way upwards and must be driven down; sand
washes away from underneath and must be
replenished; stairs need re-leveling when the ground
shifts; steps made from rock, shift and need
repositioning (like these 150 pound slabs in the
picture), box steps need filling in. There are many
versions of steps along the Bruce Trail, each
designed to accommodate the surrounding terrain.
And summer is the best time to get this work done.
A lot of stairs were attended to this past summer.

WE HAD OUR FAIR SHARE OF
DOWNED TREES

Almost every week of this past summer saw trees
toppled by some of the most severe weather
conditions experienced in years. Our volunteer
crews, up and down the entire length of the Bruce
Trail were johnny-on-the-spot clearing them away.

And that’s the kind of summer it was
What was your summer like?
Do you have a trail maintenance story
you wish to share? Send it to
TREADWAY




