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HOW DO YOU KEEP A WORK PARTY

WELL TOOLED?

Before

Before

Every
kitchen has a junk
drawer; you know -
the drawer that
contains a few
thumb tacks, one or
two pencils, three
ball point pens that
don’t work, paper
clips, a
few twist ties, a
dried out eraser, a
half roll of Scotch
tape, a screw that

fell out of the
kitchen chair, a
washer, elastic

bands.. Most of it
useful stuff but not
always used.

- That's what faced

¥ one club’s reality

check the day they

decided to
reorganize their
tool shed. What

tools? Well for

starters about 21 shovels, 18 rakes, 15
mattocks, 10 sledge hammers, 15 hammers,
900 feet of heavy duty rope, 8 pry bars, 14
saws, power drills, 2 chain saws, batteries,
battery chargers, grass cutters, trays of screw
drivers, pliers, drill bits, buckets of bolts,
pails of nails, loppers, well you get the idea.
And this is at first glance when one opens
the door. Then there are gas cans, hard hats,
work gloves, safety goggles, chains, come-
alongs, safety belts, paint brushes, paint
sticks, templates, paint rags and trays of
fittings’ that one would find hard to
describe. All ‘arranged’ in no particular
order. The tool shed had become a
depository.
“Something has to be done” says the leader,
“Let’'s build a bigger tool shed” someone
says.
“‘“Not on your
background.
“Reorganize” says a distant voice of reason
And so it was decided - let the games begin.
The strategy - divide and conquer.
Every tool was removed from the shed and
laid out on the snow-covered ground.
Fortunately it was a pleasant day. Tools that
hadn’t been used within the last year and not
likely to be used within the next 5 years
were ‘reassigned’. Then by category, tools
were brought back into the shed and placed

life” is heard Iin the



iIn designated areas clearly signed;
Excavation picks, shovels, mattocks, rakes
Blazing: brushes, paint, templates, scrapers,
tape Power Tools Filament: rope Cutting
saws and loppersrotective hard hats,
gloves, gogglesProjectiles nails, screws,
bolts. A place for everything, everything in
it's place. Every tool and piece of equipment
was examined for serviceability and safety.
Rope was checked, nails were meticulously
sorted and separated into buckets; shovels
and picks were cleaned, screw drivers were
sorted and arranged by type. Walls were
used to hang saws. Hammers were placed in
trays.

Tools kept in good condition increase
the safety factor of our work parties. And
demonstrates respect to those who have
donated tools to the BT and integrity to the
cost of keeping our trail safe and secure.
Well done volunteers, another successful
work party.

PLANNING A MAJOR PROJECT

The Leech Porter boardwalk side trail
located in the Nassagaweya Canyon has
been in need of repair for some time. Built
in the mid 80’s by volunteers, it traverses
Limestone Creek and a marsh leading to
Rattlesnake Point Conservation Area, one of
the most frequently visited venues along the
Bruce Trail. The boardwalk has passed the
test of time and has served the trail well but
it's time to replace it - a formidable task.
Here’s the plan.

Like all major construction on the
escarpment, permits are required from the
NEC and Halton Conservation - it's their
land. Applications have been made and
hopefully the permits will be in hand by
March 2010. Financing has been arranged
with Halton South Chapter and the Hamilton
Chapter of the TD Friends of the

Environment Foundation. Conservation
Halton will assist with the movement of

materials to the work site and will also assist
in the disposal of the old boardwalk.

The new boardwalk will be 480 feet
in length and will include a 16-foot bridge
that spans Limestone Creek. About 30 work
parties are planned totaling an estimated
2000 volunteer work hours. Materials to be
used will be environmentally friendly -
cedar logs anywhere there is contact with
the ground. Galvanized metal u-channel will
also be used. The decking will be pressure-
treated lumber.

The 16-foot bridge will be
prefabricated, disassembled, and then re-
assembled at the work site. Work has
already begun on the prefabrication. When
completed, the boardwalk and bridge will
facilitate the continued safe passage of
hundreds of hikers each year and expose
them to one of the trail's most beautiful
vistas.

Guideline for Treadway submissions:
Should be trail maintenance related
New ideas and concepts welcomed
Articles should be up to 300 words
Some editing may be required
Pictures can be included




