
The Bruce Trail Association

Guide for
Trail Workers
Third edition

A portion of the
funding required

to produce this guide
was provided by:

...1-9
~n
FRIENDS

of the

ENVIRONMENT
Foundation

S~"'e.-looTnu.l
.... /Qc...-.



Guide for Trail Workers

Guide for Trail Workers
Third edition

Editors: David Moule and Chris Walker

Associate editors: Paul Beneteau and David Johns

Design and illustrations: David Johns

Published by
The Bruce Trail Association
Rasberry House

PO Box 857o Hamilton, Ontario, Canada

L8N 3N9

Telephone: 905-529-6821 or 1 800-665-4453

Facsimile: 905-529-6823

E-mail info@brucetrail.org

Web site: http://www.brucetrail.org

c All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced
or transmitted in any form by any means, electronic or
mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or any
information storage-and-retrieval system, without the
express written permission of the Bruce Trail Association

Third edition
Copyright ©The Bruce Trail Association, 2001

ISBN-0-9683856-8-0

Aportion of the
funding required

to produce this guide
was provided by:

...-Iii
~n
FRIENDS

of the

ENVIRONMENT
Foundation



2 Bruce Trail Association - Guide for Trail Workers - Third edition

Important information
1. The Bruce Trail Association has published this guide for trail workers

for reference by its volunteers and any others building and maintaining the

Bruce Trail.

2. The information contained in this Guide is, to the best of our knowledge, based "

on information and techniques found to be useful and appropriate by trail workers

not only from the Bruce Trail Association but also for similar organizations, both

volunteer and professional, from across the world.

3. The guidelines provided here are to be used in conjunction with common sense,

occupational health and safety regulations, landowner and land management

considerations and provincial and municipal building codes, for the planning and

completion of any trail work. Most importantly, the safety of all trail workers

and trail users must be the prime consideration during any work being done on

or to the trail. Any activity which might endanger workers or users must be

avoided. All trail workers do so at their own risk. Never work alone. a
4. The contents of the guide for trail workers is for reference only. The authors are

not responsible for the interpretation or use of this information.
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allow other parts of the treadway to dry out. A channel of up to 30 cm in width may

be cut across the trail. This channel should contain a drainage pipe covered with

rocks and dirt. The ends of the pipe can be secured with large rocks. The size of the

pipe depends on the maximum water flow. Upstream the sides of the channel should

be lined with stones.

Drainage channel - Trenching (cuttaway side view)

.CulvertDrainage
ditch

Trenching
This technique involves digging a drainage ditch to a lower area to prevent water from

collecting on the treadway.

A ditch along side the trail

leading to a lower area or a

settling pond is usually

enough. On a slope, if

necessary, a ditch dug along

the uphill side can be used

to collect water which

would otherwise end up on

the trail. At the lowest point of the drainage ditch a culvert could be installed across

the trail to allow the water to continue on its downhill journey.

Boardwalk - with 4"x4" stringers (end view)

Angle-iron stake ..

~Toe rail !Deck boards

6"x6" PlSleeper




